21/ 06/ 2001

Abdul | ah happy to be Dr Ms deputy

DATUK Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi yesterday said he was happy to be deputy
to Umo party president and Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

"I amhappy ... | amhis deputy,” he said when asked whet her he was
happy to be Dr Mahathir's deputy.

Abdul I ah, who is also Deputy Prinme Mnister, added that Dr Mahat hir was
the country's | eader and that "we are all loyal to him"

"He is our |eader today and we are all loyal to himDr Mahathir is
| eadi ng us and there is no dispute about his | eadership today," he told
reporters after opening the Wanita and Youth joint annual general
assenblies at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre here yesterday.

He was al so asked if Dr Mahathir would continue to | ead the party and
t he country.

To anot her question, Abdullah said offering prayers for the | eaders was
the Muslimway of life.

"W pray for Prophet Muhanmad, our |eaders, our king and those who are
i mportant to us.

"Offering prayers is an inportant elenment in nany progranmes that we
I aunch.

"W also think it is appropriate that we continue to ask for bl essings
for our | eaders," he said.

( END)
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