06 JUL 2001
Abdul | ah- Conpetition
ABDULLAH WANTS MALAYSI AN TO BE STRONG TO FACE COWPETI Tl ON

SEREMBAN, July 6 (Bernama) -- Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi said the possibility of Ml aysi ans bei ng dom nated and
subj ugated again is not an imaginary threat but real if the people are not
strong enough to face up to conpetition

"This is not an imaginary threat. It is real. The world around us is
honing its skills. G obalisation and the fast devel opment of information
technol ogy i s making conpetition nore keen and intense,” he said when
 aunching the 10th anni versary cel ebration of Kol ej Tuanku Ja'afar here
t oday.

He said, "W can see from nei ghbouring countries how t urnoil
instability and poor planning has rendered nations rich in resources
becomi ng a battl efield where nei ghbours kill neighbours and children starve
and have no prospect for a future."

Abdul | ah urged Mal aysians not to be satisfied with what they have
because the process of |earning and inproving never stops.

"If we have done well, let us strive to do better. Let us strive to be
t he best and ensure that our country and our people will never be dom nated
again," he said.

He said we should not |ose sight of the fact that Ml aysians were a
subj ugated |l ot for 450 years.

"But we were conscious of the needs of our country. W wanted to get
out there and nmake the difference, nmake our nation strong and united so
that we could conpete with the best. It was because we | acked so many
things as a nation that we felt the need and urge to strive for
devel opnent.

"W were a popul ati on hungry for devel opnent, hungry for inproving our
lot, hungry for success. W studied hard, sone under the |ight of oi
| anps, we worked hard, we scrinped and saved. The Mal aysian we see today is
the result of that hunger we had,"” he said.

He said, the Ml aysia of today was due to the foresight of the
country's founding fathers who wanted the nation to be independent in every
way and due to careful planning, of harnony and of the far-sightedness of
our | eaders |ike Tuanku Abdul Rahman, Tun Abdul Razak, Tun Hussein Onn and
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Abdul | ah said many of the young do not want to hear of the past as they
were only interested in what today had to offer them

"Discipline is lacking in schools and universities, the hunger to
achi eve academ c excell ence is slackening, undergraduates discard their
books for placards, they abandon the sports fields and march down streets
i nstead, they want to shape the destiny of their people when they have not
yet shaped their own destinies,” he said.

He said to nove the country forward, the young have to equip thensel ves
and there was no substitute for education.

Abdul | ah urged all Mal aysians to take advantage of the opportunities
of fered by an increasingly borderless world.

Saying that the best foreign universities are being encouraged to set
up of fshore branches in Mal aysia, he added that the dynamic rel ationship
bet ween governnent, private sector and stratgeic foreign academ c partners
woul d no doubt hel p Mal aysia achieve its goal s.

"By building a world-class systemthat is flexible and i nnovative we
hope to create in Ml aysia a regional education hub for educationa



excel l ence, " he said.

The Deputy Prine Mnister also said the continued devel opnent of
private institutions of higher |earning nust take into account the need to
make private education accessible to students who have hitherto not seen it
as a viable option.

"I would like to urge nore private sector conpanies to offer
schol arship schenes to |l ocal universities and colleges, thus |inking
education with the devel opment of human resources for relevant industries,”
he sai d.

He said Mal aysi a was undergoi ng the process of formulating a
know edge- based econonic masterplan and this blueprint would prope
Mal aysia into the new econony by | everaging on the intensive use of
know edge, skills, |inkages, ideas and technol ogy.

"I believe the success of such a transformation will hinge on our
ability to devel op and strengt hen what has becone the nobst inportant factor
of production
-- human capital, especially in terns of know edge.

"We are now faced with the task of popul ating our country with skilled,
i nnovative and creative workers who will be the catalyst in noving the
entire Ml aysi an econony up the val ue-added chain through the utilisation
of physical infrastructure avail able,” Abdullah said.

He added that the heart of the plan was the need to devel op human
capital through a first-class education system

He added that the government's target of reducing the nunber of
| ow- knowl edge wor kers depended on the energence of a tal ent pool of young
wor kers who woul d | ead the sectoral shift from manufacturing to i nformation
and comuni cati on technol ogy and ot her high-tech industries.

He said such donestic capacity building was increasingly pertinent in
t he gl obal i sed mar ket pl ace and that Mal aysi an graduates woul d have to
conpete with the best of the best in a fiercely conpetitive job narket.

"The failure to produce graduates who are able to succeed in such an
envi ronnment would be to the grave detrinment of the entire country, he
added.
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