18 JAN 2001
Hal i m EPF
ABDUL HALI M KEEPS ' EM GUESSI NG ON NEW APPCO NTIVENT

KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 18 (Bernama) -- Chief Secretary to the Governnent Tan
Sri Abdul HalimAli is keeping mum on specul ation that he will be taking
over the post of Enployees' Provident Fund (EPF) Executive Chairnman

He said, "there had been sone indication" regarding the matter but
refused to say anything further

"I cannot say anything nore except to ask you to wait for the
announcenent (by the governnent)," he told reporters after delivering a
keynot e address at the 2001 Conference on Leadi ng and Managi ng Strategic
Change organi sed by the Asian Strategy and Leadership Institute (Asli)
here, today.

Pressed when the announcenent woul d be nade, Abdul Halimsaid he did
not know as it "is left very much to the government."

It has energed that Abdul Halimis tipped to assune the top job at EPF
following the retirement of Tan Sri Sal | ehuddi n Mohamed, which conmes into
effect on Jan 31 as announced by the Finance Mnistry yesterday.

It was reported that he requested to retire due to famly matters.

Thi s devel opnment coincided with a separate announcenment by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad yesterday that Public Service
Department Director-Ceneral Tan Sri Samsudi n Gsman had been appointed the
new Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent, taking over from Abdul Halim

However, Dr Mahathir did not specify when Sansudi n woul d assunme his new

posi tion.
VWhen asked whet her he woul d accept the EPF appoi ntnent, Abdul Halim
said: "Well, I will have to consider it when I amofficially inforned about

it."

He was appointed Chief Secretary to the Governnent on Sept 17, 1996.
H s contract was first extended in 1998 and again | ast year. He said his
second one-year contract ends on July 14.

Abdul Hal i m commrended the decision to appoint Samsudin to succeed him
descri bing his successor as a man with a high-level of experience and
capability.
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