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Abdul | ah- ACA
ACA CAN CHECK MONEY POLI TI CS DURI NG UWVNO POLLS W THOUT | NSTRUCTI ON

SERDANG, Feb 23 (Bernanmm) -- The Anti-Corruption Agency (ACA) can on
its own act against aspirants resorting to noney politics in Umo branch
and divisional elections starting next nmonth without being asked by the
party to do so, said Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad
Badawi .

"The ACA can take action, for instance, when it suspects bribery is
i nvol ved or when paynent is made from questionabl e financial resources,"”
sai d Abdul l ah who is also Home M nister.

At a press conference after visiting Universiti Putra Ml aysia (UPM
here today Abdul | ah was asked whet her the ACA would be directed to check
agai nst noney politics in the upcom ng Umo polls.

Abdul | ah, who is Umo deputy president, said the code of Umo el ection
ethics would suffice in dealing with possible graft nmenace in the run up to
the Umo el ections.

VWile at the university, Abdullah held a dialogue with UPM staff before
openi ng the UPM st adi um

At its nmeeting in Kuala Lunpur yesterday, the Umo Suprenme Council
endorsed a proposal by the party's managenent and disciplinary committee
chaired by Abdullah that Umo's existing but slightly anmended code of
el ection ethics be used for the com ng branch and divisional polls.

The code were first distributed to the party's 165 divisions before the
Umo el ections in My |ast year.

Abdul | ah expressed hoped that party nmenbers woul d observe the code of
ethics as Umo had fromthe outset rejected noney politics for the sake of
Umo's future.

On the neeting between Prime Mnister and party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and Umo division chiefs in Putrajaya yesterday, Abdullah
said Dr Mahathir explained to themcurrent issues relating to the proposed
Umo- PAS tal ks on Mal ay unity.

Abdul | ah was al so asked about PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor's
statenment that the opposition party would not budge fromits demand that
Umo should first neet its three additional conditions before the proposed
tal ks coul d proceed.

Abdul | ah said he would leave it to Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal il Yaakob to resolve the arising matters with his PAS counterpart.
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