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Acadenics who fail to truly help Malay students

M A

| READ with great relief and adm ration the courage shown by Dr Mahathir
in saying aloud the long awaited phrase - "neritocracy as a means of
hel pi ng future Ml ays".

As a retired professor who had served in several |ocal universities
whol e- heartedly appl aud our PMs unyielding efforts and conm tnent to help
the Malay race. But this tinme around not in the conventional hand-out or
subsi dy- | aden f ashi on.

I do however disagree with the spot-on blanme that has been directed
solely at the Malay students in our universities.

The popul ar qui ck-fix solution put forth by many of our |eaders
currently seens bent on advocating that only high-achi evers and seriously
comm tted Mal ay students be given places in the universities.

Erroneously many hold to the belief that only through such neans that we
can produce credi ble Mal ay graduat es capabl e of conpeting on a |evel
playing field in their real world of work upon graduation.

This much-touted belief is not without its flaws and over-sinplified.

In this era of denocratisation and rapid growth of higher educati on,
such nmeasures woul d prove counter-productive to Malays in the long term
and can ultimtely threaten the racial harnony of this country.

Many devel oped nations of the world today keep entry qualifications to
uni versity education to the barest mininumbut stand firmon ensuring that
once at the university, these students nust show t he hi ghest academic
achi evenent as stipulated by the university senate.

Wth nmy years of experience at |ocal universities and as a nenber of the
senate, | can state with absolute certainty that such demand on academic
performance is not strictly adhered to and often conpromni sed by the
uni versity senate.

Lecturers, heads of departnents and deans often took pains to conpronise
on the academ c performance of their Ml ay students by the purposeful
rigging of I owgrades so as to save themfrombeing term nated fromtheir
st udi es.

Consequently, these student were lulled into conplacency and nediocrity
or the "cukup makan" syndrone set in anong the Mal ay students.

Strange but true, such acts of "conpassion" and conproni se are often
hail ed by the university senate as a nmeans of "hel ping" the Ml ay
students.

Ironically, in all those years of service as an academi ci an,
personally would only feel that |I have in fact hel ped ny own students,
regardl ess of racial origins, when | resorted to contrary actions; by
bei ng absol utely unconproni sing when it cones to acadeni c assessnment of ny
st udent s.

Over the years, | have al so cane across many of ny own students whom |
have personally failed and terminated fromgoing further in their
uni versity education, enmerging later in life as very successful nmenbers of
the soci ety nmaking significant contributions to this country in their own
ways.

My point here is for the Governnent not to put the blame squarely on
Mal ay students at our universities for their poor performance and sparing
the rod on the Mal ay acadeni cs who have obviously failed to appreciate the
true spirit and neani ng of "hel ping the Ml ays".

Per haps, one sure way to address this issue and send the right signal to



those acadenics at the local universities is to introduce and seriously
execute the tenureship systemin all acadeni c appointnments so that a nore

responsi bl e and accountable "hire and fire" mechani smcan be put in place
for the good of all.
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