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Pr anoedya- Mahat hi r

ACHI EVEMENTS UNDER MAHATHI RS LEADERSHI P ASPI RED BY SUKARNO FOR
| NDONESI A

KUALA LUMPUR, June 16 (Bernamm) -- Econom c and political independence
enj oyed by Mal aysia under the | eadership of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had been Sukarno's aspiration for Indonesia, said
wel | - known | ndonesi an novel i st Pranpbedya Ananta Toer

He said that Sukarno had anbitions for Indonesia to be an independent
and free nation and this had been achi eved by Ml aysi a under the | eadership
of Dr Mahathir.

I ndonesi a, instead, had not shown any signs yet that this could be
achi eved, he said in an exclusive interview with RTM

Pranmoedya, speaking at his home in Desa Waringi n Jaya, Bojong Gede,
Bogor, told RTM s Yazid Nai mthat I|Indonesia had been reduced to a nation
al ways beggi ng for assistance from others.

He said that Ml aysia had the political framework to be i ndependent and
he extended his congratul ations to Malaysia for being able to overcone the
econom c crisis its own way.

Pranmpedya said that efforts by Dr Mahathir to instil confidence anong
t he people to be independent and not to be overly dependent on foreign
powers coul d pronmote nationalismas they would be able to stand tal
agai nst the foreign powers.

"Nationalismw Il exist if there is a challenge. Wthout a challenge,
naturally nationalismw Il wther," he said.

He agreed with Dr Mahathir that denmocracy had its shortconi ngs and
shoul d be practised by a country based on the | ocal situation

"Denocracy has its own shortcom ngs. Western countries are generally
denocratic but outside their countries, they col onise, sucking (the bl ood)
of labourers and farners...that is why Sukarno rejected the Western form of
denocracy, " he said.

He said that Sukarno adopted a guarded form of denocracy during his
rul e because at that tine, |Indonesia was surrounded by Western nations and
that form of denocracy was practised to resist the Western powers.

But the situation then was extraordi nary, he said.

Asked on his views regarding the future of |Indonesia now faced with
econom ¢ and political crisis, the novelist said that the republic was now
at the early stages of a social revolution because the people, |ong
oppressed, had begun to rise and revolt.

He coul d not envi sage what woul d happen in Indonesia in the future.

Prambedya however expressed his confidence that the younger generation
of I ndonesi ans coul d overcone all of I|Indonesia's problens.

"I believe in the young generation of Indonesians. Not only because
t hey have succeeded to topple a dictator but al so they are capabl e of
overcom ng all of Indonesia' s problens.

"These are problens for the younger generation, not the ol der
generation who are corrupt. | am proud of the young generation and there
lies ny hope. If not, what is there to ook forward to in this life, there
is nothing el se," he said.

Pranmoedya, 76, has aut hored sonme 30 novels including at |east eight
during his detention at Pul au Buru.

The novelist said that what was happening in Indonesia was the exact
opposite of what he had wi shed for, to see Indonesia as an independent,
denocrati c and nodern nati on.

"We are totally at the mercy of the world econony...not free.



Modern...not only not nodern (but) getting nore and nore primtive. Al
i ssues are resolved by killings. Dorr...!! (gesturing a pistol in his
hands), " he said.

He said that his works on struggles were dedicated to the young
generation of Indonesians and believed that they woul d understand the
practice of denocracy for the future of the republic.

"Under stand, but do not forget this world is not paradise. Everything
has its opposite. There is good, there is bad and all have soci al
functions, the good as well as the bad.

"Justice do exist in this world. Its social function is to challenge.

Everything in the world has its social function. In paradise, everything is

fantastic," he said, |aughing.
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