23/ 09/ 2001

Act justly

RI GHTLY so, the international conmunity supports the call by the United
States to elinmnate terrorism But it should not be seen as an unequi voca
support for an unapol ogetic and i npl acabl e denonstrati on of Anmerican m ght
and nmuscle to "bring our enemes to justice".

Mal aysi a and |i ke-m nded countries who support the US have rem nded it
that mlitary action will not prevent further acts of terrorism The US
must be certain of the targets it intends to pursue and the judgnent of
Csama bin Laden's guilt or anyone else for that matter should be based on
hard evi dence rather than on circunstantial evidence. Mdst countries agree
that any riposte to mlitary attacks on their territories, be it the use
of mlitary base and airspace, nmust observe international |aw and exercise
great care to avoid civilian casualities. But how does one ascertain that
civilian population will not suffer?

The resol uti on passed by the Congress, authorising President George W
Bush to "use all necessary and appropriate force" against terrorismcones
unconfortably close to the 1964 Gulf of Tonkin Resol ution which President
Lyndon B. Johnson cited as his basis for escalating the VietnamWar. W
have seen how mlitary action as a rule of engagenent has all owed for
America's bl anel ess passage through the labyrinth of 20th Century
atrocity. WIIl this call to war do the sane?

True, Article 51 of the United Nations Charter authorises the use of
force in self defence against arnmed attacks. But in international |aw, the
use of force is authorised when its necessity is "instant, overwhel m ng
and | eaves no choi ce of neans and no nonent of deliberation and nust be
limted by that necessity and kept within it". Still, it is a lega
doctrine frequently abused by no | ess than the US herself in pursuit of
Wl sonian idealism a stance that justifies mlitary intervention and
i mperial repression in the discharge of its duty to cleanse the world of
i mpurities.

Yes, sone things need putrification. Terrorismis one of themfor it is
an act that perverts peace-teaching ideol ogies and religions, including
Islam distorts the cause of the oppressed; and assaults all of humanity.
But as pointed out by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, the
use of arms alone will not resolve terrorismas |long as the probl ens of
the oppressed people in several parts of the world remai n unresol ved

It is inperative that the international conmmunity devotes its attention
to solving the problens that caused people to resort to acts of manic
desperation, terrorism It is tinmely to pursue the previously unheeded
call by Egypt and Mal aysia, both noderate Islanmic countries, for a Wrld
Congress on Terrorism Egypt has | ost a president to terrorismand
Mal aysia is seeing the rise of Islamic mlitancy and extrem sm

The past has witnessed the erosion of the US' noral authority as The
Last, Best Hope of Mankind. This is the opportune monment for the US to
reclaimits noral authority - by putting aside its thirst for bl oody
vengeance, and openi ng new avenues of sanity for the oppressed and
desperate. But for that, the US and the gl obal community nmust sit together
and stop the injustices in the world. Surely, Bush does not want to be the
post-Col d War Enperor Nero, standing on stacks of dead civilians in the
nanme of bringing justice to Anerica' s enem es.
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