07/ 09/ 2001
Action agai nst errant schol ars

Ham dah At an

SEREMBAN, Thurs. - More than 100 people, nobstly businessnen, have yet to
settle about RML9 million in study | oans which they took fromthe Negri
Senbi | an Foundati on to pursue hi gher educati on.

Al t hough the foundati on nanaged to trace nost of the defaulters, the
majority of themsinply refuse to pay up.

Foundati on director Datuk Abdullah Sani said they were left with no
choice but to file notices of bankruptcy agai nst themafter several
rem nders went unheeded.

So far, 22 defaulters, mminly successful enterpreneurs, had been issued
such notices. "They are wasting our tinme but we are left with no choi ce.

"Al t hough we know we are not going to get even a single sen back from
these defaulters, at least we are satisfied that justice has been served.
In a way, this nove serves as a reninder to other students to pay up or
face the nusic."

He said nobst of these businessnen are "very well-off" and chauffeur-
driven in luxury cars. OQther defaulters held high positions in
mul tinationals, private conpani es and gover nnent departnents.

"They are | eading such good |ives. W do not understand why they do not
want to pay up. Maybe, it is true what the Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad) said that Mel ayu nudah | upa (Ml ays easily forget)."

He said if the sumowed is settled pronptly, the foundati on would be
able to increase the anmount of |oans and schol arshi ps gi ven. The nunber of
applicants could al so be increased.

The foundati on was consi dering other drastic actions agai nst defaul ters.
Abdul I ah, however, refused to el aborate.

Stricter conditions would be i nposed on new appli cants begi nni ng next
year to prevent themfrom evadi ng paynents after securing jobs.

Next year, about RMB million would be set aside for | oans and
schol ar shi ps.

About 300 students, nostly those studying at pol ytechnics, woul d benefit
fromit.
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