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Mahat hi r - Envi r onment
AESTHETI C ELEMENT | N THE ENVI RONVENT REFLECTS PRI DE OF A RACE, SAYS PM

PUTRAJAYA, March 4 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today that the aesthetic elenent in the conservation of the
environnent reflects the pride of a race.

He said that the failure of a race in the conservation and
beautification of the environment woul d show not only their |ack of
sophi stication but al so poor potential for progress.

"Wirse still is that these people who have | ow aesthetic standards do
not have any inhibitions over their |ack of appreciativeness and unable to
assess the difference between them and those with a high I evel of
sophi stication,” he said when | aunching the "National Landscape Day" at
Dat aran Putra here.

Dr Mahathir said that a race with pride would take interest in what
they display to the world and failure or shortcom ngs in whatever aspects
woul d definitely cause them enbarrassnent.

He said that the devel opment of the nation had reached a | evel whereby
initiatives had to be nmade to ensure that the conservation and
beautification of the environment was in line with the progress achieved.

The prime mnister said that since independence, the people in the
country had been nore aware of the cleanliness and beautification of the
envi ronnent .

He said that in the beautification of individual houses, those wi thout
conmpounds could still inject aesthetic value by having potted plants
di spl ayed out si de the wi ndows of such houses.

"Ml aysi an architects do not know yet how to prepare w ndow pl ant boxes
for multi-storey houses...instead engi neers who design nulti-tier highways
are nore efficient in providing plant boxes on the fringes of the outer
| anes.

"I believe Malaysian architects will |learn how residents on the higher
floors of multi-storey houses can beautify such buil dings with potted
flowering plants,” he said.

This year's "National Landscape Day" is thenmed "Love Qur Landscapes"”
aimed at pronoting appreciation of beautiful |andscapes and the natura
environnent in line with the aspiration to turn the country into a garden
nati on by 2005.
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