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Af f ordabl e courses at Mal acca Mani pal Medi cal Coll ege

MJeffri Razali

MALAYSI ANS can now further their studies in nedicine at the prestigi ous
Mani pal Acadeny of H gher Education (MAHE), India, w thout having to spend
a huge sum of noney.

This is because MAHE, through a tw nning agreenent with JVMC Cor poration
Sdn Bhd in 1993, had paved the way for the setting up of the Ml acca
Mani pal Medi cal Col | ege (MWL) .

Wth a history of nore than 50 years in offering private nedi cal
education for students fromlndia and all over the world, MAHE has al so
hel ped to produce nore than 2,600 doctors for Mal aysia, or about 22 per
cent of those registered with the Ml aysi an Medi cal Counci |

MWL, which started operation in 1997, was officially opened by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad on July 17.

By virtue of the setting up of the MWL, students will now be able to
save substantially as only the first 2 1/2 years of pre-clinical training
will be conducted at the International Centre for Health Sciences in
Mani pal , | ndia.

On compl etion of the pre-clinical training, they will then spend about
three years of clinical teaching and training at the Mal acca Hospital
Muar Hospi tal and Tangkak Hospital .

Built at an estinmated cost of about RV6O nmillion, the MMWLC canpus in
Bukit Baru, Malacca, is equipped with nodern and state-of-the-art
facilities including lecture theatres, a central library, clinical skills
| aboratories, student centre, cafeteria, 400 hostel roons and 42 faculty
housi ng units.

MWL i s owned and managed by JVMC Sdn Bhd, which is an entity created
following a joint venture with Yayasan Mel aka Educati on, NMEMG
International and the | ate Datuk K. Pathnmanaban as its partners.

The coll ege presently has a current enrol ment of over 700 students in
both its Mal acca and Mani pal canpuses, and has two i ntakes each year - in
Mar ch and Sept enber.

While the majority of its students are Ml aysi ans, there are al so
students of other nationalities including Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Ml dives,
United Arab Emirates, West Indies and the United States of America.

MAHE chancel | or and president, Dr Randas Pai, said the inauguration of
MWC marks a milestone in the history and tradition of MAHE

Paying tribute to Dr Mahathir, he said the successful Ml aysian-1ndian
joint venture was due to Dr Mahathir's vision for greater South-South co-
oper ation.

"Qur commtment is to provide quality education but nore inportantly to
mai ntain the high standards expected not only fromthe students but al so
fromthe academ c teaching staff," he added.

Pai said MWLC al so had plans to introduce dentistry, pharmacy and allied
heal th courses |i ke physiotherapy and occupati onal therapy in the near
future.
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