20/ 06/ 2001

Af ghani st an seeks our help in restoring peace

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Afghani stan wants Mal aysia to push the Organi sation
of Islam c Conference for a solution to restore peace in the bel eaguered
nati on.

Af ghani stan Acting Foreign Mnister Dr A Abdull ah said Mal aysia had the
capability to do this as it was | ooked upon with respect by other Islamc
countries in the grouping.

"W have discussed the role which Ml aysia can play in pronoting peace
i n Af ghani stan and how it can nobilise other O C countries to co-ordinate
efforts with the United Nations to restore peace in our country," he told
reporters at the end of his three-day visit to Ml aysi a.

During his stay here, Abdullah had the opportunity to neet Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Albar, Mnister in the Prinme Mnister's Departnment Datuk Abdul Hanid
Zai nal Abidin Ham d and Education M nister Tan Sri Misa Mhaned.

Abdul | ah said he was not satisfied with the commitnent given by the OC
so far to finding a solution in Afghanistan.

Af ghani st an bl anes Paki stan for supporting the Taliban, whose rul e has
brought untold sufferings to the people.

"As far as pressure on Pakistan is concerned, this has not taken pl ace
yet. | think it will helpin a positive way if this is done in the
future," he said

Abdul | ah sai d Paki stan woul d eventually get a taste of his own nedicine
if it did not stop supporting the Taliban.

"I think the next victimwill be Pakistan itself due to its own policy.
The sooner Pakistan stops its policy towards Afghanistan, | think the
better it will be toits interest,"” he said.

El aborating, Abdullah said there was a growi ng trend of "Tali banisation”
i n Paki stan. As Paki stan was now a nucl ear power, it was essential that
the Tal i bani sation of the country be checked as anything | ess could spel
troubl e for mankind.

"What will happen if one day nucl ear devices are in the hands of groups
i ke the Tali ban.

"Paki stan doesn't seemto be doing anything to prevent that from
happeni ng. That is our mmjor concern being their neighbour,” he said.

Abdul | ah said after the Sovi et occupation of Afghanistan and foll ow ng
the i ndependence of the republics in Central Asia, there were plenty of
opportunities to be exploited in the region.

"But we cannot do this due to Pakistan's policy towards Afghanistan,"” he
said adding that this had brought instability to the region.

Asked why Paki stan supported the Taliban which nmisused Islamto its
advant age, Abdul |l ah said this was probably done to match India's mght in
t he I ndi an sub-conti nent.

"I think the main reason behind it is that Paki stan believes hy
controlling a group that takes orders from | sl amabad, they can match
India's mght and help create a balance as far as their problemwth India
is concerned," he said adding that this would al so hel p Paki stan achi eve
i ts hegenonistic goals.

Abdul | ah said he was al so grateful to Malaysia for providing
schol arshi ps for Afghan students to pursue tertiary education here. Al so
di scussed was ways Mal aysi a coul d extend humanitarian aid to Afghani stan.

He sai d Afghani stan, which saw Mal aysia as a nodel nation, hoped it



woul d al so hel p reconstruct the country.
( END)
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