09/ 08/ 2001
Age is no barrier where Dr Mahathir is concerned

Adi Firdaus

NORMALLY when soneone asks you when you are |eaving, it should either be
because you had given theman indication, or they sinply want you to get
| ost, disappear fromthe scene, give up and retire.

But in the case of our still strong and still performng Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamed, | find it hard to understand why he had
been made to answer this sane question several tines during the |ast few
years.

And t he sanme question popped up again very lately after his 20th
anni versary as Prime M nister

Who, | wonder, actually wants hi mout and why?

It was, however, quite understandable at one tine when the second
echel on and the then gang of pretenders were gearing up to upstage the
| eadership, building up "anti" feelings and conmtting thenselves to the
extent of running down their own patron, mentor and pronoter.

Qutrageous as it may sound, the build-up and the showdown were probably
events of a typical political power game, and we had all stood witness as
to who actually cane out victorious.

He deserves our due respect.

It was sinply the unpl easant task of renoving an unfit possible

successor for the sake of the country. The final outcone did truly fall in
pl ace, ensuring that the country remai ned in good hands, if not ruch
st ronger.

If we had ventured deep into understanding the need for such an action
t hen perhaps we woul d be able to understand and appreciate truly that it
did not, in whatever way, underm ne the prosperity of the country and the
wel | - bei ng of the nasses.

W have no reason whatsoever to doubt the real intention of such
seem ngly drastic action, which evidently and effectively frustrated the
hope of an external force that had exploited the possibility of enforcing
their wi shes and dictating terns on the way, and by whom this country
shoul d be gover ned.

There is no need to be anxi ous or excited about when Dr Mahathir shoul d
retire.

We are not in anyway underestimating the capabilities of the up-and-
com ng | eaders, but what is wong with the old horse at the nonent anyway?

W do not see any sign of deterioration except for the receding front
and the thinning top!

But inside, the "conputer" continues to be highly resourceful with
excel | ent database and sufficient saving space rensining.

Physically and nentally, the man still keeps on going as strong as ever,
active and producti ve!

We are of course referring to national progress, and for that, please
t ake stock that he had never stopped working, be it on a working day or a
hol i day.

That had al ways been hi s behaviour and character, right fromhis
doctoring days in Langkawi and all the way through the conpassi onate and
peopl e-oriented Maha Klinik in Alor Star.

He never gave up and we know he will not - not until his dream and
aspirations for the country and its people are on safe and sound footi ng.

There is actually notime linit for a |l eader and age as a figure should
never be the barrier.



Dr Mahat hir has proven hinmself a good man, a good Miuslim a | oving
husband and an exenpl ary worker.

It may be hard for some people to accept this since there are al ways
those who have no choice but to advocate sinmply change for the sake of
change and spend nore tine searching for skel etons.

There are al so those forgetful people who only work for their own ends
and aspirations, resorting to all available tricks and mani pul ations in
buil ding up their personal and selfish goals, and in doing so, totally
di sregardi ng the basic fundanentals for the well-being of the country and
its people.

It nust always be remenbered that it is very easy to spot failures and
short com ngs.

Capitalising within this area al one someti nes di spl ays one's rea
weakness and narrow outl ook for brazenly disregarding fair evaluation, and
in the process remain blind to their own backyards within the encl aves
t hey govern.

Devel opnent in its various forms and areas are relative to each other
and they need to be exploited and capitalised through hard work. Just as
currency value is relative and provides purchasing power, it will no
doubt, at the same tinme, be relative to your livelihood and way of life.

True, honest and fully conmitted | eaders and fighters are hard to cone
by.

Fanati ci sm personal agendas, envies and jeal ousi es have been the true
force behind the political struggles of so many politicians.

In the context that sone are so forgetful while sone others never |earn
the scenario actually depicts the noral quality and nmental capabilities of
t hose who present thenselves as the so-called politicians struggling for
the country and its peopl e.

In many cases, at the top of the agenda had al ways been how far they can
go and of course the acconpanying prosperity of their personal ends.

I nnocent people are sonetines misled creating reactions mainly as a
result of pent-up enotions and blind opposition.

The | eadership of Dr Mahathir has created a Malaysia that is stable and
peacef ul .

It had been a monunental task that needs to be nmaintai ned and sust ai ned.

It cannot be allowed to fall into the wong hands that can only find
survival in a |l opsided partisan or conmunal support but not in a
wi despread nultiracial and multicultural |iving and working environnent.

These factions capitalise on narrow sentinents, w de rangi ng enotions
and confined personal belief, throwi ng aside the rel evancy and demand of
the united nulti-faction governance.

They build their dreans on their version of idealistic sentinents that
will eventually submit to the unavoi dable strong-armtactics to realise
finally their partial goal at whatever cost.

These are the parties that will be forced into the unconpromn sing hard-
line style of governnent, certainly nuch worse than what they choose to
percei ve as bad now.

H story and geography had created the nultiracial and multicultura
environment that we live in now

It is the age-old trend since the early tines when hurman beings from
different corners of the earth started to migrate, sailing across open
seas in search of greener pastures.

The present effect of human distribution nust, therefore, be accepted,
cul tivated and preserved.

There is sinply no other way to survive within this environnent other
than to create and pronote conducive |iving and worki ng conditions
strongly based on cl ose rel ationship, solidarity, understanding, tol erance



and nutual respect.

We had been able to achi eve these through the efforts of the present and
the only style of governnent transcendent fromthe autocratic col oni al
rul e since i ndependence, a governnment with conpassion and willingness to
accept the reality of co-existence.

No one should be heard or tolerated to underm ne this necessary basis
and criteria for the survival of all

In protection, therefore, a fast and necessary action for the interna
security of the country must be nade practicable and carried out justly.

A fair-mnded person can easily foresee what the situation will be if an
opposition party takes control and turn this country into their version of
an |slam c nation.

For their very own integrity, they should, in the first place, exhibit
the guts to spell out clearly the rules and regulations, the | aws and the
styl e of governnent they envisage, without resorting to veiled prom ses
and the | oosely accommodati ng propaganda in order to nmaintain their so-
called political union.

The previous election mani festo of the opposition party is too broad and
m sl eading to give a true picture of the type of governnent pronul gated

However, it would only turn out as a version of what they visualised as
an Islanm c country because Mal aysia today, for all intents and purposes
and as far as its Muslimcitizens are concerned, is already an Islamc
country.

It can certainly be, and had continually been, further refined and
enhanced to neet religious criteria but certainly there is no need for a
change of government.

Just be practical and reasonable, and with due respect to all

At this point of tinme we should strongly believe that we nust pay a | ot
of attention to the tasks at hand and conti nue wor ki ng hard.

The | eadership, the political alliance, the policies and systemare al
in order and on the right track.

All we need are bright sparks to ignite it towards greater success. As
for Dr Mahathir, | do not think he does not know when to call it a day or
will shirk the responsibility of ensuring good continuity.

For now we do not have a problemon the question of who, so let us al
give our hearts and minds as to how

We can certainly |ive upon his obsession and deep comit ment towards
realising a successful, nodern and peaceful Ml aysia. There is no need to
keep on aski ng when!
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