16 AUG 2001
Agong- | ndonesi a
AGONG SENDS CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO MEGAWATI

KUALA LUMPUR, Aug 16 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah has sent a congratul atory nmessage to Indonesia's
new President Megawati Sukarnoputri in conjunction with the Republic's 56th
| ndependence Day t onorr ow.

In his message, the King expressed gratitude and happi ness over the
close bilateral ties and cooperation between Ml aysia and | ndonesi a.

He hoped the cordial relations could be further enhanced through the
spirit of friendship and good nei ghbourliness in the interests and
wel | -being of the two countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, in his nessage to
Megawat i, hoped that I|ndonesia would enjoy stability and prosperity in the
com ng years under her | eadership.

Megawati was el ected Indonesia's fifth President by the People's
Consul tative Assenbly on July 23.

Dr Mahathir said he was grateful that both countries had al ways
mai ntai ned friendly and close bilateral ties.

He is confident that the |ong-standing friendship between the two
countries could be preserved and enhanced.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar also sent a simlar
message to his counterpart Dr Nur Hassan Wrajuda who i s anong the new
faces in the Indonesi an Cabi net announced by Megawati on Aug 9.

Syed Hanmi d expressed confidence that the friendship and understandi ng
woul d be further strengthened for the well-being of the two countries and
t he region.
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