16 MAR 2001

AGONG SENDS CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO | Rl SH PRESI DENT

KUALA LUMPUR, March 16 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah and the Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah
today congratul ated Irish President Mary MAl eese on the occasion of Saint
Patrick's Day.

According to Wsma Putra, the royal couple expressed hope that the
president will continue to enjoy good health and the people of Ireland wll
continue to reap the benefits of the country's spectacul ar devel opnent.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expressed best w shes to
his counterpart, Bertie Ahern, and hoped that Ml aysia and Ireland wll
wor k cl oser together to achi eve conmon vision and aspirations for the good
of both countries and peopl e.

He said Ireland has prospered under Ahern's |eadership and is confident
that the people of Ireland will continue to enjoy the benefits of his
successful econom c policies.

Foreign M nister Datuk Syed Hamid Al bar, in his congratul atory nmessage
to Irish Foreign Affairs Mnister Brian Cowen, said Ml aysia has al ways
valued its relationship with Ireland and will continue to devel op the
relationship in the years ahead.
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