22 MAR 2001

AGONG SENDS CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE TO PAKI STAN

KUALA LUMPUR, March 22 (Bernama) -- The Yang di-Pertuan Agong Sultan
Sal ahuddi n Abdul Aziz Shah and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah
have sent a congratul atory nmessage to Paki stani President Mohammad Rafiq
Tarar on the country's National Day tonorrow

According to Wsnma Putra today, the royal couple hoped that the
exi sting close rel ations between the two Muslimnations would continue to
flourish and strengthen further under the president’'s wi se and able
| eader shi p.

In his message to Chief Executive of Pakistan Pervez Musharraf, Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said he was happy to note that both
countries have continued to enjoy warmand friendly ties over the years.

"It is ny sincere hope that bilaterial relations and cooperation
bet ween our two countries will continue to be strengthened in the years
ahead, " he said.

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Albar, in his congratul atory
message to his counterpart Abdus Satar, said he was confident that the
desire to foster closer economic, trade and cultural relations would
further conpl enent and enhance the excellent relations between the two
countri es.
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