25/ 06/ 2001
Ah Lek: Ling nust consolidate party

eng
MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik should take steps to

consol idate the party and ensure the Chinese conmunity continues to
support the party and the Bari san Nasi onal .

In making the call, MCA deputy president Datuk LimAh Lek said Dr Ling
must not ignore the significant mnority of 46.2 per cent or 1,019 of the
del egates, who voted against the deal to acquire Nanyang Press Hol di ngs
Ber had.

"W respect the del egates' decision and we had expected the results to
be very cl ose.

"This is a denobcratic party and the majority rules," he said at a Press
conference at Wsma MCA, after the voting results were announced
yest er day.

Limsaid he would still work with Dr Ling as what was i nportant was to
conti nue working hard for the Chinese conmmunity and address the probl ens
faced by them

"W will work together ... we have to do it."
Asked whether the results showed that Dr Ling did not enjoy full support
of the delegates, Limreplied: "I leave it to the public to anal yse the

results of the general assenbly.

"The del egates' nmessage is very clear and Dr Ling nust take note of
t his.

"W just cannot direct the public on what to do as they have their own
stand. "

He sai d roadshows and di al ogue sessi ons organi sed by his canp to explain
the issue to the public, would stop

"The deci si on has been nade by party's highest body (the general
assenbly) and we respect it.

"Qur main concern is that the feelings of the Chinese community should
not be taken for granted and we nmust ensure they continue supporting the
Bari san Nasi onal .

"Dr Ling has to reach out to the Chinese comunity.

"He started the whol e probl em and he should answer it.

"The del egates' decision should not be taken lightly."

MCA vi ce- presi dent Datuk Chua Jui Meng, who was al so present at the
Press conference, said the decision by the 1,019 del egates to vote agai nst
t he deal, was "indeed sonething significant to ponder on".

"I hope that in the next few days, Dr Ling would hold neetings with
these people to nmend the rift as we need to strengthen the party
i mredi atel y.

"W nust ensure continued support fromthe Chinese as they wll
determ ne our fate in the 2004 general el ection.

"We cannot afford a swing fromthe Chinese votes as it would have a big
i mpact on the BN s performance. "

Chua said Dr Ling rmust call for a nmeeting between all the four MCA
trustees and sharehol ders to di scuss the matter.

The four are Dr Ling, Lim Chua and the party secretary-general Datuk
Seri Dr Ting Chew Peh.

"In future, there should be transparency in all party affairs and it
shoul d be di scussed openly before any deci sion i s nade.

"W have the right to know, " Chua said.

Chua said to date, he and Li mhad no knowl edge of the offers for Nanyang



shares fromdifferent consorti uns.

I n Penang, DAP national chairman LimKit Siang described the decision as
"an i gnom ni ous victory".

He said the 1,019 votes against the deal together with the solid
opposition of the Chinese conmmunity should be cause for Dr Ling to summon
an energency neeting of the MCA central committee to revoke the takeover.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mdhamad had saved the day
for Dr Ling by saying that he gave full support for the takeover although
he did not direct the MCA to do so.

Limsaid Dr Mahathir's speech in the wi nding-up of the 55th Umo gener al
assenbly woul d have influenced scores of MCA del egates who had doubts
before the EGM
QUOTABLE QUOTES
"You can win by either one vote or 10 votes but awinis awn."

Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik - MCA president
"The majority has won but the majority should al so respect the mnority."
Dat uk Yi k Phooi Hong - assenbly speaker
"It has to be in the heart and nmind of every nmenber to reunite. W have a
Il ot of work to do ahead."
Dat uk Ong Ka Ting - MCA vice-president
"Menbers nust show spirit of unity. W are all ina famly."
Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen - Wanita MCA president
"When it comes to serving the Chinese community, |eaders should work
t oget her. "
Dat uk LimAh Lek - MCA deputy president
"I'n the interest of MCA, everybody should unite again."
Dat uk Chua Jui Meng - MCA vi ce- president
.. TX
"If the party fails to recognise the sentinent on the ground, the party
will be in trouble.”
Datuk Dr Tan Yee Kew - Wanita MCA deputy president
"This is only an issue, nothing to do with personality."
Dat uk Chan Kong Choy - MCA vi ce- president
( END)



	Ah Lek: Ling must consolidate party (NST 25/06/2001)

