27/ 06/ 2001

12 hurt in Sabah train derail nent

KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Twel ve peopl e, including eight foreign tourists,
were slightly injured when a train engine and a coach derailed on a bridge
over a dried-up river near Hulu Glat-Raya in Tenom nore than 100km from
here, yesterday.

Three ot her coaches carrying 80 passengers were unaffected.

The injured were six Hong Kong nationals, two Japanese, three Ml aysians
fromthe peninsula and a | ocal. Two of the injured, both Hong Kong
nationals, were wonen and the rest were nen. They were treated as
out patients at the Beaufort Hospital.

The tourists were on their way to Sungai Padas for a white water rafting
expedi tion.

The inci dent was believed to have occurred about 1lam

A spokesman of the Sabah Rail way Departnent, when contacted today, said
the departnment was still investigating the cause of the derail ment, the
second in the State this year

"W have not been able to interviewthe driver of the train because he
is still in a state of shock. We hope to speak to himin the next few
days," he said, adding that the driver was an experi enced enpl oyee.

The railway service cane into the public eye when Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad, during a recent official visit to Tenom
highlighted its potential as a prinme tourist attraction for Sabah.

Recently, Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik announced that
Rv8 mllion wiuld be allocated to the Railway Departnment to upgrade the
tracks and i nprove its service.

The Transport Mnistry is expected to send a team of engi neers fromKTM
Bhd to hel p the department.

The railway line in Sabah is the only comrercial rail service in east
Mal aysi a.
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