21 MAY 2001
Akar - Pandi kar
AKAR MEMBERS FREE TO JO N ANY PARTY, SAYS PANDI KAR

KOTA KI NABALU, 21 Mei (Bernamm) -- Menbers of the Angkatan Keadil an
Rakyat (Akar), the Sabah Barisan Nasional (BN) conponent party that was
di sbanded on Saturday, are free to join any party or set up a new party.

"If they want to join other parties, including opposition parties, or
want to forma new party, that's their right because our country practises
denocracy, " said Datuk Pandi kar AmMin Milia, who was Akar president.

He said this today when asked to comment on the nove by alnost all the
Akar Suprene Council nenbers to join Umo soon after Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, the BN chai rman, annouced Akar's dissolution at a
speci al assenbly of the party here.

Pandi kar said he was leaving it to the 30,000 Akar menbers, including
6, 000 Chi nese, to decide whether to foll ow him and the other suprene
council menmbers to Umo or join other parties.

He said nmenbers at the divisional [evel wishing to join Umo would have
to submt their nenbership fornms to Umo branches.

Pandi kar, who is Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnment, was
speaking to reporters after representing Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi i n opening an Asean student |eaders conference at
Uni versiti Mal aysia Sabah (UM5) here.
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