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AL AQSA | MAM SLAMS US- | SRAELI PRESSURE ON ARAFAT

By: Shakir Husain

DUBAI, Dec 9 (Bernama) -- Jerusalems Al Agsa Misque | nmam Shei kh |krima
Sabri has called on Islamic countries to unite against any US-Israeli noves
to coerce Pal estinian President Yasser Arafat to stop the intifada
(uprising) against Israeli occupation

He appealed to the Organisation of Islamc Conference (OC), which is
nmeeting in Doha on Monday to discuss the Palestinian issue, to reject the
American and Israeli pressure on Arafat.

Sabri said Arab and Islamc countries nust not confine thenselves to
"mere denunci ations of Israeli acts of aggression.”

"Muslimleaders have a responsibility to foll ow up through action on
the resol utions they pass. They nust show unity and speak with one voice,"
Sabri, who is on a visit to the United Arab of Emrates, told Bernama in an
i nterview on Saturday.

"There is nothing newin the pro-lsraeli bias of the United States.
America has al ways acted (on the question of Pal estine) under the influence
of its Jew sh | obby," Sabri said.

He criticised the US and Britain for supporting extrem st |srael
| eader Ariel Sharon's policy of targeting Pal estinian National Authority
install ati ons.

The Al Agsa i mam conveyed a message of gratitude for Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad when he call ed on Ml aysi an Anbassador Dat uk
Syed Hussein Al Habshee in Abu Dhabi

Sabri hailed Dr Mahathir's strong support for the Pal estinian cause and
appeal ed to the Ml aysi an people to remain steadfast in their backing of
the intifada.

Sabri, who last visited Malaysia in 1992, expressed his desire to visit
Mal aysia again to update hinself with Islamc matters in the country.

He said Muslinms fromall over the world would like to pray at the A
Agsa Mbsque, the third holiest site in Islam but they could not do so
because of Arab East Jerusal emi s occupation by Israel

"The Israeli occupation regine enforces a brutal siege of areas
surroundi ng the nosque. Pal estinians coming to pray are hum liated and
assaul ted

"About half a mllion people can pray at the nosque, but the Israel
bl ockade of Palestinian territories has brought the nunber of people com ng
to the nmosque down to 100, 000," Sabri said.

He defended the Islam c Resistance Movenent (Hamas) agai nst US charges
of "terrorism" saying the organisation was fighting for the freedom and
rights of the Pal estinian people.

"The accusations are totally baseless. Hamas is pursuing a legitimate
struggle. Resisting occupation is not terrorism" he added.
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