09/ 08/ 2001
"Don't nake it a racial issue

Ram an Sai d; Chok Suat Ling; Abdul Razak Ahmad; Firdaus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
war ned Chi nese newspapers not to nake a racial issue of the difference in
the eligibility criteria for school textbook | oans in national and

nati onal -type school s.

He said the difference in the criteria was to make the | oan schene in
national schools nmore attractive to students.

"If there is no difference in the criteria for national and national -
type schools, there will be no attraction for students to go to nationa
school s," he said after briefing Umo nenbers on plans to introduce
uni versity adm ssion based on nerit.

The Chi nese newspapers have, for the |last two weeks, highlighted the
i ssue and urged that national-type schools be allowed to use the sane
eligibility criteria as national schools.

In national schools, children froma fam |y whose nonthly income is |ess
than RM2, 000 are eligible for textbooks under the schene. In national-type
schools, they will only be eligible if the fanmily incone is | ess than
RM700.

The Prime M nister said the Cabi net had, neverthel ess, agreed to raise
the criteria for national-type schools to "less than RML, 000".

This means all children froma famly whose nonthly inconme is |less than
RML, 000 is eligible for textbooks.

"This has nothing to do with race, but with schools. Wether a Chi nese
or Mal ay student goes to a national -type Chinese school, he or she will
get the sanme benefit."
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