22/ 08/ 2001

15-strong Mal aysi an teamfor UN Special Session on Children

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysia will be sending a 15-strong delegation to
the three-day United Nations Special Session on Children in New York from
Sept 19 to 21.

The del egation will be Ied by National Unity and Soci al Devel opnent
M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sulaiman and will include her mnistry's
officials, and those fromthe Heal th and Educati on mnistries.

Also in the delegation will be officials fromthe Econom ¢ Pl anning Unit
inthe Prime Mnister's Departnent and non-governnental organi sations.

Siti Zaharah said she woul d be speaking at the session on the chall enges
faced by the country in enpowering children and in instilling positive
val ues for themto becone better citizens.

She said as children were an integral part of society, she would al so
touch on the need to reduce the "gap" between adults and chil dren.

"Many have taken children's issues for granted.

"It's time we all stop talking and take action to address all issues
concerning children."

She said the del egation would bring along at | east one child to take
part in the session, but did not knowif the child would get the
opportunity to speak.

According to an AFP report, nore than 100 children have regi stered as
del egates to a three-day special session.

"Children will literally be rubbing shoulders with presidents and prine
mnisters," said Carol Bellany, director of the UN children's fund Unicef.

"This is a radical change for such high-1evel neetings,"” she said.

To date, 113 people under the age of 18 have registered to take part in
the session, 34 of themas nenbers of government del egations and 79
representi ng NGOs.

"Several child del egates have al ready been sel ected by governments to
formal |y address the General Assenbly, a truly historic breakthrough,”
Bel | any sai d.

So far 76 heads of state or governnment have confirned they will attend
the session, which begins on Sept 19 and |l eads into the annual two-week
general debate, the start of the Assenbly's working year.

The session will review progress made since the 1990 world sunmmt on
children, which set targets for child survival, protection and
devel opnent.

Presenting a Unicef report in June, Bellany said a decade of advances in
the health and education of children were in danger of being underm ned by
poverty, war and Al DS.

A Ceneral Assenbly special session is a formal neeting of del egates from
every UN nmenber state dedicated to one specific subject.

On average, the Assenbly hol ds one such session every two years, but the
nmost recent, on HHV/ AIDS, was in June this year. The session on children
will be the Assembly's 27th.

In Mal aysia, as part of the preparation for the special session, the
Nati onal Unity and Social Devel opnment Mnistry will launch a canpaign
called "Say Yes for Children" on Sept 1

To be launched by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, the
canmpai gn woul d | ook at ways at creating a conduci ve and enabling
environment for children to grow up in.

The canpaign is built on 10 inperative actions and responsibilities



which aimto deliver the clear and unm stakabl e nessage that the citizens
of the country care about children.
Fol | owi ng t he canpai gn, everyone is expected to keep the promni ses of
maki ng the future better for children.
( END)
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