25 AUG 2001
Mahat hi r - School s
ALL SCHOOLS TO HAVE SI NGLE SESSI ON

| POH, Aug 25 (Bernama) -- Al schools in the country will becone
si ngl e-session schools but the process will take time, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said there were now 600 single-session schools and 600 nore woul d be
added soon.

"Now we have nearly 9,000 primary and secondary schools... we have to
duplicate. (It'Il) take some tinme, other countries don't even have
schools,” he told reporters at the Sultan Azl an Shah Airport here before
returning to Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir and Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali were here to
wi t ness the biggest Malaysian flag and to attend the patriotic gathering of
secondary school student | eaders.

He said schools in Malaysia had all the facilities because the
government had given large allocations for education in its annual budget
wheres sonme countries spent a | ot on defence.

Earlier, when addressing the 5,000-o0dd student |eaders, Dr Mhathir
said all the single-session schools would be equi pped with conputers and
woul d becone smart school s.

"This is to provide know edge to future generations which will take

over fromthe present generation. | hope that the young generation wll be
receptive to this effort,” he said.
Dr Mahathir also told the reporters that the government was willing to

consi der applications to open private universities in the country.

"I'f they neet the requirenents, have anple funds and there's a denmand,
we can consider," he said when comenting on the approval given to the MCA
to set up Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman.

He said the approval was given not for the Chinese or because the MCA
was a political party but to upgrade the Tunku Abdul Rahman Col | ege.

On the flag sewn by the students, teachers and parent-teacher
associ ati on of Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Seri Anpang (SMKSA) which made
it into the Ml aysia Book of Records as the biggest flag in the country, Dr
Mahathir said it was a good sign of the patriotism of Ml aysians.

"This shows that Ml aysias accept the Jalur Genilang as the synbol of
our nation. They conpete to show their appreciation of the nationa
synbol ," he added.

The RMB5, 000 flag nmeasures 108m by 159m and wei ghs nearly three tonnes.
The worl d record for the biggest flag is 77m x 154m

It took 21 days to sew and will be displayed at the Ipoh field. The
previous record was held by students of Universiti Putra Ml aysia since
April 2 this year

Dr Mahathir, who viewed the flag at Sekol ah Tunku Abdul Rahman (STAR)
al so signed the certificate for the biggest flag in the Ml aysia Book of
Records.

Perak al so chal ked up another record in the book with the biggest
synphony orchestra performance by 300 students and teachers fromthe Kinta
district.
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