18/ 10/ 2001

Al states now conformto world forestry standards

ALL 14 states in Malaysia have now fully conforned to the forestry
certifications set by the Government to ensure a sustainable forestry
managenent and devel opnent .

Primary Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said the |ast
three states - Pahang, Sel angor and Terengganu - have been eval uated by an
i ndependent assessor and have now conplied fully with the national
gui del i nes.

"It is with great pleasure that | announce that all 14 states in
Mal aysi a have adopted and conplied with the certifications," Dr Limsaid
at the centennial celebration of the Forestry Departnment of Peninsul ar
Mal aysia i n Kual a Lunmpur |ast night.

The cerenony was officiated by Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah
Ahmad Badawi, on behal f of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad

The forestry certification initiative is one of the steps taken by the
Governnent to ensure that forestry managenent in the country is in line
wi th international nanagenent standards.

The i npl enent ati on of Mal aysi a's sustai nabl e Forest Managenent Criteria
and Indicator, an effort that began in 1994, is in line with the
requi rements of the International Tropical Tinber Organisation (Itto).

Dr Limsaid since its establishnment in 1901, the Forestry Departnent has
transfornmed intself into a dynanic regul ator and nanager of Ml aysia's
forests. "This effort is deened necessary to ensure Malaysia's tinber is
sourced from sust ai nabl e and wel | - managed forests."

Mal aysia i s now anobng the six tinmber exporting countries which conform
to the objectives of Itto 2000, requiring nmenber countries to establish a
per manent forest managenent systemthat is fully integrated, organi sed and
scientific in practice.

O the 29 countries which regularly produce and export tropical tinber,
the other five that have conformed to Itto 2000 are Caneroon, Chana
Guyana, | ndonesia and Myanmar.

Dr Limalso said all forestry personnel nust make good any shortcom ngs
in the country's forest nmanagenment systemin order that the objectives of
the process can be fully achieved.

To achi eve the objectives, close cooperation nust exi st not only between
the federal and state governnents but al so between the public and private
sectors and indi vi dual s.
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