18/ 07/ 2001

All's well as Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001 | eaves for Jakarta

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The Asean Voyage of Friendship 2001, |aunched by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad | ast Saturday, took off from
the Royal Mal aysian Air Force base in Sungai Besi for Jakarta today.

Two light aircraft, a Zodiac CH601 HD pil oted by Capt Mhaned Sabri
Baharom and Capt Abdul Aziz Ahmad, and a MD3-160 Aero Tiga piloted by
Maj or Zainal Abidin Aidid Orar Azaddin and trainee Mansor Sarip, left the
base at noon.

The two aircraft were shepherded by an Antonov AN38-100 that departed at
the same time fromTerm nal 3 of the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in
Subang.

The Antonov carried 23 passengers that included 11 junior trainee pilots
fromthe Rakan Muda programme and officials fromthe Youth and Sports
Mnistry, as well as aircraft spares.

Speci al envoy for the voyage, Abdul Latif Endot, said they originally
pl anned to fly to Kuching in Sarawak, Brunei, the Philippines, |Indonesia
and Si ngapore but had to change their course due to bad weather al ong the
Ponti anak range of Kalimantan and a typhoon buil d-up near Manil a.

The new route now covers Jakarta via Batam sl and, Pangkal Pinang in
Pul au Bangka, Pal enbang (all in Indonesia) and Singapore before returning
horre.

Anot her teamis being planned to cover the Brunei and Phili ppines
sector, he said.

Tonmorrow in Jakarta, Abdul Latif is scheduled to present an invitation
scroll on behal f of Youth and Sports M nister Datuk H shanmuddi n Hussein
to his Indonesian counterpart and the people of Indonesia to attend the
Kual a Lunpur Sea Ganes on Sept 8 to 17.

Abdul Latif, who is H shanmuddi n's senior private secretary, had in
April this year flown in a Zodiac across the South China Sea to carry the
Sea Ganmes torch.

"Part of the voyage is to pronote Asean goodw || and enhance co-
operation anong youths of the 10 countries,” said Abdul Latif.
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