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Alleviating the difficulties faced by foreign spouses

Dr G Johnson

THE news report "Review |l aw on foreign spouses” (NST, July 30) is nost
timely and a relief to many troubl ed souls who are married to foreign
spouses.

Wonen and Fam |y Devel opnent M ni ster Datuk Shahrizat Abdul Jalil should
be conmended for her care and concern for Ml aysi an wonmen who marry
forei gn nen.

It is also noteworthy that the Bill on equal rights for wonen was passed
in Parliament only a few days ago.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad has said recently that
this was done to enable wonmen to enjoy equal rights as nen and ensure they
are not discrininated agai nst.

The difficulties faced by those with forei gn spouses are nany.

They include anxiety, frequent travels to Kuala Lunpur to sort out their
problens with the | nmgration Departnent, endl ess expenses and above all a
i ngering uncertainty.

Very often applications subnitted for pernmanent residence are rejected
after prolonged delay w thout any reason.

Sonetines one has to re-apply after a year of waiting to know that it
has been rejected.

For some, repeated applications and repeated interviews are of no use as
the end result is only repeated rejections.

Sonet i nes when the application is rejected at the I nmgration
Departnent, the foreign spouse is directed to appeal to the Home Mnistry
with a fresh application.

Because of these arduous procedures the applicant is finally left
conf used.

A few nont hs back there was a news report that foreign spouses woul d be
gi ven pernmanent resident status. The report said it would be inplemented
within a stipulated tinme-frame.

It is hoped that at |east now all foreign spouses woul d be granted
per manent resi dence.

This would at | east enable themto settle down peacefully with their
famlies.
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