16 JULY 2001
Par| i anent - Debat e
ALLOW COUNCI L HEADS TO CUT OFF POWER SUPPLY TO GAMBLI NG DENS, GOVT TOLD

KUALA LUMPUR, July 16 (Bernamm) -- A backbencher today urged the
government to extend the powers to |local authority heads and district
officers to cut off power supply to premises using illegal slot nachines
for ganbling activities.

Chang See Ten (BN Gel ang Patah) said the nove was necessary for

ef fective | aw enforcement agai nst the ranmpant use of illegal slot machines
in the country.
In this regard, Section 38 (1)(a) of the Bill needs to be reviewed as

it only empowered a police officer with the rank of not bel ow an Assi stant
Superi nt endent of Police (ASP) to disconnect electricity supply to such
prem ses, he said when debating the Electricity Supply (Anendrment) Bil
2000 in the Dewan Rakyat .

The Bill, anpbng other things, ained to enhance effective supervision of
t he power sector, particularly electricity and gas supply.

Deputy M nister of Energy, Communications and Miltinmedia Datuk Tan Cha
Ho, in tabling the Bill at the Dewan Rakyat today, said with the setting up
of the Power Conmi ssion as provided for under the Bill, the supervisory
powers of the Electricity Supply and Gas Departnent would be transferred to
t he conm ssi on.

Teresa Kok Suh Si m (DAP- Seput eh) urged the government to re-eval uate
t he National Technical and Standard Regul ations to ensure the electrica
appliances in the market were safe.

She al so sought explanation on the power production efficiency of
Tenaga Nasi onal Bhd (TNB) power plants after the agency was privatised as
t he governnent gave strong enphasis on power efficiency under the current
Ei ght h Mal aysia Pl an (2001-2005).

She al so proposed that the governnent enact a National Energy Policy to
tackl e power generation probl ens.

"W al so need to carry out a study on power production, the anmount of
power consuned by the donmestic and industrial sectors as well as
ener gy-savi ng neasures," she said.

Li ow Ti ong Lai (BN-Bentong) urged the governnent to inplenent fairly
and justly this legislation after it had been gazetted as | aw.

He cited instances of tenants who nove out without paying the
electricity bills, causing prem se owners a heavy burden as they had to pay
the arrears and surcharge inposed by TNB

Husam Musa ( PAS- Kubang Kerian) urged the governnent to ensure that the
electricity tariffs charged to consuners were reasonabl e.

He said the current tariff structure could be reduced if the proposed
Power Conmmi ssion and TNB took several neasures, including calling for open
tenders in all its transactions and award of contracts.

By 2005, Malaysia is expected to have excess electricity both by TNB
and the five | ndependent Power Producers (I|PPs), he said.

In that year, the demand for power is expected to drop by three per
cent from 11 per cent to eight per cent, he said.

Fong Kui Lun (DAP-Bukit Bintang) questioned the legality of the
surcharge currently levied on consuners for late settlement of electricity

dues as this Bill had not been enforced yet but consuners had been paying
surcharge for del ayed paynents.
He said the surcharge of one per cent of the electricity bill was

unr easonabl e al though the delay was only a week.



Mohd Apandi Mohamad (PAS-Jeli) said the governnent shoul d not have
gi ven additional allocation for the Bakun hydro-el ectric power project in
Sarawak as the project had been abandoned.

At this juncture, Datuk Dr Janal uddin Jarjis (BN Ronpin) stood up and
told the House that Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had
announced today that tenders would be called for new | PP projects.

He said the governnent announced the decision at the Mal aysian Electric
Power Forum 2001 here today.

He said the TNB had nade it a policy that electricity tariffs would
only be raised for two reasons.

"The first is, when the cost goes up and the second, where there is a
new added val ue to consumners," said Dr Jamal uddin who is al so TNB chair man.
He said if TNB could not convince the governnent on the two reasons,

t he governnment woul d not consider giving the approval for power tariff
hi ke.

The Bill was |ater approved.
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