11/11/ 2001

Al'l -out fight agai nst deviationist groups

DUNGUN, Sat. - The Government will go all out to fight those who
deliberately deviated fromthe true teachings of Islamas they are
detrimental to the Miuslins and the country, the Prinme M nister said today.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d these peopl e had betrayed Islam and
did not wish to see the Miuslins defend thensel ves.

"While Islamcalls onits followers to naster know edge in all fields,
these groups influence students to neglect other know edge and to focus
only on religious education and to be active in political activities."

Dr Mahathir said | sl amdenanded that its followers uphold the religion
t hrough the nastering of a broad spectrum of know edge.

"Only through this can Muslins in Ml aysia defend the country and
religion and al so hel p Muslins of other countries," he said at the
Settlers' Day 2001 at Bandar Ketengah Jaya.

Al so present were Land and Co-operative Devel opnent M nister Tan Sr
Kasit ah Gaddam and Fel da chai rman Dat uk Dr Yusof Noor.

Dr Mahathir said in many Islamc countries, the action of these groups
had caused the Miuslins to become weak so nmuch so that they could not
protect thensel ves agai nst outside threat, just |ike what was happening in
Af ghani st an

The Governnent did not want Mal aysians to suffer the sane fate.

He said the actions of such groups had nade it inpossible for the
I slamic countries to devel op

"These are the people who create chaos, resulting in Government not
bei ng abl e to concentrate on devel opnent because it has to spend tinme and
nmoney on curbing such activities."

Dr Mahathir said only if the Miuslins were know edgeabl e coul d they
defend I sl amand protect thensel ves.

"The Muslinms are generally backward because they do not naster
know edge. "

He said the Governnent wanted to make sure that these groups woul d not
succeed in drawi ng the support of the people.

"In this country, many will not raise questions when sonebody cl ai ns
that their struggle is for Islam

"If a Governnent wants to develop an Islamc country, they will say the
country is secul ar because for them true Islamc teachings are what are
bei ng practised in Afghanistan - killing the people, engaging in non-stop
wars and victim sing wonen. "

He said militant groups which robed, killed, and threatened places of
wor shi p of other religions should not be treated lightly.
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