21/ 08/ 2001
Al ternative news network | aunched

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah in Kanpal a, Uganda
THE Smart News Network International (SNNi), an alternative news network
for devel oping countries, was officially |aunched | ast night.

The formation of SNNi was realised after Uganda Presi dent Yoweri
Museveni, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Mozanbi que
Presi dent Joaqui m Al berto Chi ssano, on behalf of Smart partners,
subscri bed to the Minyonyo- Kanpal a Decl arati on on Medi a on Sunday ni ght.

The decl aration reads: "Reaffirm ng the inherent dignity and of the
equal and inalienable rights of all nenbers of the human fanmly as
contained in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, in particular the
right to freedom of opinion and expression including freedomto hold
opinions without interference and to seek, receive and inpart information
and i deas through any nedi a and regardl ess of frontiers, the participants
of the dobal 2001 Smart Partnership Di al ogue hel d at Muinyonyo, Kanpal a
Uganda, are pleased to announce the fornmati on of Smart News Network
International as a further exercise of such freedom of opinion and
expression.”

The launch of SNNi marks a significant step forward for the advocates of
the smart partnership

The establishment of SNNi is seen as one of the concrete achievenents in
t he di al ogue since 1995 when the first Langkawi International D al ogue was
hel d i n Langkawi .

El even news agenci es and newspapers have participated by contributing
articles to the network via its website http://ww.snni.org.

They are Daily News of Bostwana, Mzanbi que News Agency of Mozanbi que,
Nam bi a Today of Nami bi a, Buanews of South Africa, New Vision of Uganda
The Heral d (Zi nbabwe), Seychelles Nation (Seychelles), and Bernama, New
Straits Tines, The Star and Utusan Mal aysi a (Ml aysi a).

Under the arrangement, participating nedia organisations would
contri bute news, features, photographs and video inages to the website on
a daily basis. The server of the website is located in Kuala Lunpur.

The idea of a news network was nooted in August |ast year in Maputo, the
capital of Myzanbi que, during the fourth Southern Africa Internationa
Di al ogue.

The | eaders of participating nations felt that establishing a news
networ k and forging cl ose co-operation anong devel opi ng countries woul d
hel p their cause in fighting the Wstern nedi a's biased reporting.

They had exam ned the issue including asking thensel ves why their
countries relied so much on Western nedia |i ke the Cabl e News Network and
Reuters for news about their own region.
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