05 MAY 2001
Mahat hir- Threat s
ALVWAYS BE PREPARED TO DEFEND THE COUNTRY, SAYS PM

MELAKA, May 5 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oday remi nded the people to refrain frombeing too confortable
wi th what have been achi eved through the country's independence as this can
cause themto be | ess prepared in defending the country from externa
t hreat s.

He said the country had been i ndependent for 43 years but this was not
along tine that the people need no | onger give attention to the struggles
to devel op the nation.

"Unfortunately, it appears as if all the struggles are over...there's
no need to bot her anynore, thought no | onger needs to be given to
devel opnent and defence.

"It's worrying if there's a thinking that once we have achi eved
i ndependence, we will remmin independent forever that we fail to defend our
country,"” he said at a special gathering of conmandos at the Sungai Udang
Canp here.

He said that Ml aysia should be prepared to resist the new form of
colonialism that of the econony by foreigners brought about through the
concept of globalisation and the borderl ess world.

Unli ke the Eastern culture, he said, it was the Western and European
culture to conquer and to covet what bel onged to others.

The prime minister spoke at length on the chall enges of gl obalisation
and the need for the people to be prepared and united in facing them as
wel | as various aspects on the defence of the country.

He said that the security and defence forces should readily accept
changes and respond to new approaches.

"If we are not prepared to accept anything new, we will |ose out. As
such, it is essential that we accept new approaches and be aware that the
worl d is ever changing," he said.

Dr Mahathir cited how a small Portuguese force had succeeded in
conquering the Melaka enpire in 1511 nerely because the huge Mel aka force
| acked discipline and an effective approach in facing the eneny.

"The small Portuguese force was disciplined and when an order was
gi ven, they noved as a team whereas the Mel aka soldiers, indisciplined and
untrai ned to defend thenselves, failed to nove as a team" he said.

As such, he said, the country's security forces had been provided wth
various equi pnent besides training to defend the country.

Dr Mahathir said that governnent enpl oyees must possess a hi gh degree
of discipline to forma strong teamin devel oping the country because
wi t hout discipline all progranmes drawn up would not achieve their
obj ective

However, he said, they should not have blind courage and determ nation
to the point of disregarding their safety and that of the country.

"Those who are brave will seek ways to defeat the eneny but avoid from
becom ng the target instead of confronting the enenmy but |acking in
prepardness and endangering thensel ves," he said.

As such, Dr Mahathir called on the people to always be cautious in al
t heir undertakings and not resort to actions that could weaken the country,
allowing foreigners to take advantage of such weaknesses.

"Qur task is to defend and uphold the dignity of the country...not only
to stay resilient up to 2020 but to remain free and i ndependent forever,"
he sai d.



Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said that the government was
seeki ng ways to encourage nore non-Bum putera in the country to join the
security forces especially the military.

"W are seeking ways for them (non-Bum putera) to join our security
forces but their participation nust be at all |evels. They cannot just
beconme officers and not join the rank and file...they'll also have to join
the rank and file.

"(1f) they also regard Malaysia as their own country, they have the
right to join the mlitary defending the country, sacrificing their lives
as this is their country...the non-Bum putera nust adopt the same attitude.
If we wish to have a good life in our country, we should be prepared to
defend it," he said.

Asked why not many non-Bumiputera are interested to join the security
forces, he said: "(They) say the salary is small...we cannot pay different
salaries to different races. So we see countries whose citizens are
required to do national service for two years...we can have nationa
service for those who do not join.

"W have adequat e nunber of Bum putera, so if we have national service
maybe it'l|l be anmpong the non-Bum putera...we have adequate nunber of
personnel in terns of force strength,” he said.

As such, the prine mnister called on the non-Bum putera to display
patriotismand spirit of nationalismby joining the security forces.

Asked on the proposal to provide allowance to nmilitary personne
awar ded gal antry awards, he said that the matter was bei ng consi dered by
t he government.

"W are considering (the allowance). W want to be fair to
everyone...if there is a basis, we will not hesitate in providing
appropriate paynent.

"W will consider...on ny own | do not have the right to nake the
deci sion," he said.

Present at the assenbly were Chief Mnister Datuk Wra Mbhanmed Al
Rust am Defence M nister Datuk Seri Mbhanmed Najib Razak and Deputy Defence
M ni st er Datuk Shafie Apdal.
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