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Anmerican presence still strong

M Jeffri Razali

LANGKAW, Sun. - The United States presence at the Langkaw | nternational
Maritime and Aerospace exhibition 2001 is still strong despite earlier
fears that they may pull out following the terrorist attacks in New York
and Washi ngton DC on Sept 11.

Le Proton Linma Sdn Bhd executive director Datuk Mohd Radzi Manan said
today that 10 Anerican conpanies were at the exhibition.

Two USAF F-15 jets and a KC 10 tanker fromthe US base in inawa, Japan
may al so take part.

Radzi said the event, which is scheduled to be officially opened by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad on Tuesday, promi ses to be
one of the best to be held. He said 400 exhibitors from26 countries wll
di splay their wares.

Atotal of 96 aircraft, including those fromthe Royal Ml aysian Air
Force and the Fire And Rescue Departnent, will take part in both the
static and aerial displays.

"The highlight of the event will be the Irkutsk Be-200 anphi bi ous j et
pl ane," he said.

Wth only two days to the official opening of the exhibition, the Royal
Air Force Red Arrows aerobatic teampulled out of the event.

This nmeans that two of the best aerobatic teans in the world, the Red
Arrows and Thunderbirds fromthe US, will not be thrilling the crowds at
Lima ' 0O1.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said the decision was
conveyed to himby the UK Def ence M nistry today.

"The British governnent understands how inportant Lima is to Mal aysia
and it is with a heavy heart that they had to wi thdraw the Red Arrows
consi dering the current events (in Afghanistan),"” he added.

He said this after witnessing a full-dress rehearsal of the opening
cerenmony, which will be launched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, at the Mahsuri International Exhibition Centre today.

The Red Arrows teamis now stranded in Abu Dhabi in the United Arab
Emirates followi ng the enforcenent of the "no-fly zone" over Afghan and
Paki st ani air space.

Last week, Najib announced the w thdawal of the Thunderbirds and the
Gul f stream conpany fromthe show

However, the United Kingdomw Il still be sending its Royal Marine band
to Lima '01l. A South African Rooival k attack helicopter has confirned
participation in the event, including performng in the daily aerial
di spl ay.
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