24 JUL 2001
Sex- Amrendnent
AVENDVENT ON GENDER BI AS HAI LED

KUALA LUMPUR, July 24 (Bernamm) -- Organisations today hailed the
government's nmove to anend the Federal Constitution to prohibit gender as a
ground for discrimnation

Human Ri ghts Conm ssi on (Suhakan) secretary Kamaruddi n Mohamed Bari a
said this would be a major step forward in recognising the fundanenta
human rights principle that all human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights.

"Suhakam hopes that the constitutional amendment will take into
consi deration Suhakam s recomrendation that an act of discrimnation be
defined as any action which has the effect(and not just the intention) of
di scrimnating on the basis of sex," he said in a statement.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday said the
constitution would be amended to reaffirmthe position of wonen as equa
partners in the country's progress and devel oprent.

Kamar uddi n said the governnent should also take steps to incorporate
this new constitutional principle of equality and non-discrimnation into
all domestic |aws and ot her nechanisns to enable wonen to fully benefit
fromit.

Worren's Aid Organi sation president Meera Samanther said other |aws that
di scri m nate agai nst wonmen should al so be revised in line with the proposed
amendment .

"There is indeed a pressing need to look into laws relating to
citizenship, famly, domestic violence, foreign domestic workers, rape and
sexual harrassnent," he said.

He said the governnent shoul d develop holistic and multi-disciplinary
strategies to prevent and elimnate all forns of discrimnation against
wonen.

DAP national deputy chairman Karpal Singh said for unifornity and
enphasis, constitutions of states in the country should al so include
simlar provisions, particularly to ensure civil servants were not
di scri m nated based of gender

" The Attorney-General's Chanbers should nake an in-depth study of al
exi sting laws and policies which discrimnate agai nst wonen so that the
proposed anendnent could give expression and spirit to the governnent's
proposal which ought to be wel comed by everyone," he said.
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