24/ 04/ 2001

"Find ways to help those affected by Asian crisis'

THE exi sting poverty eradication programes should al so | ook i nto ways of
hel pi ng Mal aysi ans who have been affected by the Asian financial crisis.

Uni versiti Kebangsaan Malaysia's Institute of Mal aysia and I nternationa
Studies director Prof Ishak Shari said studies have indicated that even
Mal aysi ans i n urban areas have becone poorer due to the recession.

Under the Plan, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad announced
that the Governnent will continue to undertake income-generating projects
and provide anenities to inprove the |iving standards of the poor.

For the hardcore poor, there would be intensified inplenentation of the
Devel opnent Progranme for the Hardcore Poor.

| shak hoped that these progranmes woul d enhance the econom ¢ status of
the poor as external factors |like the Asian crisis and current economc
sl owdown in the United States have had a big inmpact.

"The nmeasures to reduce poverty nust take into consideration all these
factors and act on it," he said.

He al so stressed that the Governnent should find ways to curb the
inequalities in education, especially anbng the poor.

"I hope that the participation of the private sector in tertiary
education would facilitate nore avenues for poorer students to gain a
better education," he said.

I shak al so | auded the Governnent's nove to address the issue of incone
i mbal ance within ethnic groups.

"I applaud the nove to increase Indian equity ownership to three per
cent by 2010".

Nati onal Uni on of Teachi ng Profession (NUTP) secretary-general N. Siva
Subr amani am echoed similar sentinments when he said the private sector
shoul d play a bigger role in ensuring that poor students get an educati on.
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