24/ 12/ 2001
“Factions nust gi ve-and-take'

Fi r daus Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Barisan Nasional chairman Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad toni ght said there nmust be the spirit of give and take between the
two "warring" factions in MCA

"Both sides appear to be very unwilling to conprom se,” said Dr Mahathir
after |launching the PNB Darby Park serviced apartments |ast night.

"I think there is a need for people to swallow their pride a bit."

Dr Mahat hir voi ced concern over the internal squabbles in MCA the
ruling coalition's second | argest conponent party.

"OF course | viewit very seriously," said the Prime M nister when asked
of his concern over the | eadership crisis in MCA and its effect on the BN
However, he expressed confidence that the BN could retain the Indera

Kayangan seat in the Perlis State Assenbly by-el ection.

The Prinme Mnister said he hoped to neet suspended MCA Youth chief Datuk
Ong Tee Keat for the second tinme to help cool down things in the party.

"l have spoken to Datuk Ong Tee Keat, | have spoken to (MCA president)
Datuk Seri (Dr) Ling Liong Sik to ask themnot to be too hard on each
ot her, but beyond that it's up to them"

In Kangar, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid Parti
Keadi | an Nasional's nove to capitalise on MCA's internal problens would
not work in their canpaign for the |Indera Kayangan seat.

Keadi | an, sai d Shahi dan, is plagued by worse internal problens conpared
to the MCA

Shahi dan, who is Perlis Barisan Nasional chairman, said |ndera Kayangan
voters know that all MCA | eaders solidly supported the BN although sone
were not in agreenent with each other.

"Furthernore, no MCA nmenber has left the party due to the current
internal problens,” he said after attending a Hari Raya open house hosted
by the Perlis Special Affairs Departnent at Medan Raja Syed Al w.

Shahi dan al so prai sed MCA Youth chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat's willingness
to assist in the BN s by-el ection canpai gn despite the suspension of the
party's Youth central conmttee on Thursday.

Ong was yesterday reported to have rejected an appointnent to head the
party's Youth by-election conmittee, but said he would assist the BN
campai gn.

But Perlis Pas conm ssioner HashimJasin said he was sceptical that the
MCA's warring factions could unite for the I ndera Kayangan by-el ecti on.

In Kual a Pilah, Umo Youth chief Datuk H shammuddi n Hussei n sai d today
that Ong was a capabl e | eader in whomhe had trust to help the BN w n.

H shanmuddi n said Ong, who is the Deputy Youth and Sports Mnister,
woul d hel p despite the MCA's internal problens.

He was speaking at the Hari Raya open house hosted by Kuala Pilah Ummo
Yout h chi ef Abdul Samad | brahi mat Taman Mirni near here.
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