01 MAY 2001
Mahat hi r - Anwar
ANVAR S Al LMENT CAN BE TREATED | N MALAYSI A, SAYS MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 1 (Bernamm) -- The Prime Mnister said today Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahims slipped disc ailment is not sonething unusual that can
only be treated overseas by only one doctor out of the 6 billion world
popul ati on.

Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said Mal aysi a had specialists and
medi cal and surgi cal equi pnent capable of performing the spinal surgery on
Anwar .

"So, there's no need to say that Ml aysia cannot do it. Its alie, its
politics, just like the other day when he accused us of giving himpoison
it's all lies," he told reporters after attending the 2001 Workers Day
Rally for public sector enployees, here.

Dr Mahathir said the government's decision not to allow Anwar to be
treated overseas was final but it did not nmean that the governnment had no
synpathy for him

He was aksed to conment on the appeal to the governnment contained in a
letter signed by 108 Mal aysi ans of various professional backgrounds and
ages for Anwar to be allowed to undergo treatnment overseas.

Anwar, who is serving 15 years' jail for corrupt practice and sodony,
has been warded in the Kuala Lunpur Hospital since |ast Novenber for back
pai n.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked about the possibility of Anwar intending to
seek political asylum by asking to be treated overseas.

He said: "W don't know his intention, we don't care and we don't
guestion his intention. But the reality is that this ailnent can be treated
in Malaysia, if not by surgery then by conservative neans."

The prime minister said a governnent enpl oyee seeking to be treated
overseas nust also get confirmation froma doctor that the treatnent could
not be done in Ml aysia.

"Doctors here feel that he (Anwar) can be treated in the country so why
woul d he want to go overseas. Wiy does he want to be so privil eged when he
is a prisoner?" Dr Mahathir said.

He said many Mal aysians with ailnments sinmlar to Anwar's had been
successfully treated by | ocal doctors.

Dr Mahathir also criticised Anwar's Gernan specialist, Dr Thomas
Hoogl and, for running down the |ocal hospital facilities, including
equating the operating theatre he sawto a kitchen, during a recent visit
to Mal aysi a.

"He said that our operating theatre is like a kitchen. This is an
insult. | nyself have undergone a nore serious operation than spina
surgery," he said, referring to the heart surgery that he had at the
Nati onal Heart Institute (1JN) here some tinme ago.

He al so refuted Dr Hoogl and's claimthat the medi cal equi pnent he
needed could not be flown to Ml aysi a.

Asked to conment on Beserah state assenbl ynan Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman
bei ng one of the signatories of the letter of appeal, Dr Mihathir said
Fauzi was Anwar's cl ose friend.
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