03/ 05/ 2001

Anwar rejects offer for treatnment |ocally

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Datuk Seri Anwar | brahimhas rejected the
Governnent's offer for himto undergo treatnment for his slipped disc
condition locally.

In a letter released by his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |smail at
a Press conference today, Anwar said he would not accept the m croscopic
di sectony net hod recommended by the Government.

"l enphasise again that as a patient, I will choose the procedure which
| think is best for ne.
"Fromthe start, | have preferred endoscopic surgery for it is |less

conplicated, less invasive, less risky and recovery fromit is faster," he
saidin aletter, copies of which were nade available to the Press.

Anwar said as he suffered fromcervical spondyl osis of the neck, he
woul d al so not opt for mcroscopic-di sectony which all ows operati on under
general anaesthetic which he clained, had higher risks conpared to | oca
anaest hesi a.

This was the nmain reason why he preferred endoscopi ¢ m crosurgery which
i s performed under | ocal anaesthesi a.

The letter, dated April 30, was sent to Kuala Lunpur Hospital director
Dr Abdul Razak Kechi k.

Anwar reiterated that he did not wish to delay treatnent.

Yesterday Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d the Governnent's deci sion
not to allow Anwar to seek nedical treatnment abroad was final

The Prime M nister said Anwar was trying to politicise his illness and
that doctors had certified he could be treated I ocally.

The Health Mnistry had given Anwar five options to treat his slipped
di sc.

Two of themwere either endoscopic surgery by Dr Thomas Hoogl and or
| aser surgery by Dr Kazem Daj avadkhani, both of whomare Anwar's private
consul tants.

Anot her two options are either open surgery at Kual a Lunpur Hospital or
m croscopi ¢ surgery as recommended by 14 consul tants appointed by the
Governnent, also at KLH

The fifth option is to do nothing and continue to receive conservative
treatment in prison.

Al so present at the Press conference were Anwar's counsel Sankara N
Nair, Sunway Medical Centre neurosurgeon Dr Richard Veerapen and Dr Halil
Rahmat, who had treated previously Anwar for cervical spondyl osis.

When asked why Anwar had not opted for local treatnent, Sankara said the
authorities had only all owed Anwar to undergo open m croscopi c di sectony
of the lumbar spine and not as reported in newspapers and the el ectronic
nmedi a.

"I have docunents to prove that Anwar was only offered one option," he
sai d.

Wan Azi zah said Dr Hoogl and, who had exam ned Anwar on March 10, had
al so refused to treat himas the Government had questioned his
professional integrity.

"He has been insulted and attacked si nce January and unreasonabl e
condi ti ons have been inposed to prevent himfromconing to Mal aysia."

She said she | ast spoke to Dr Hoogl and about four days ago.

In his letter, Anwar said he would hold the Mal aysian authorities
responsi bl e shoul d anyt hi ng untoward happen to himas a result of the



delay in his treatnent.

When asked to comment on Dr Mahathir's statenent that Mal aysi an doctors
had treated successfully patients with simlar medical problens |ike
Anwar's, Dr Veerapen said he agreed with the Prine Mnister.

However, Dr Veerapen said there were no "dedi cated spinal surgeons"” in
Mal aysi a who coul d provide a sinmilar guarantee as that given by Dr
Hoogl and.

Asked whet her Ml aysi an hospitals and nedi cal centres had sufficient
facilities to treat Anwar, Dr Veerapen said there were

"But we don't know what are Dr Hoogl and's m ni mum st andards. He probably
wants to treat Anwar in Minich because that is his own turf and the
chances of his performng well are better in his own clinic,"” he said.

To a remark by Dr Hoogl and that the HKL operation theatre was like a
kitchen, Wan Azi zah said it was only a figure of speech

Sankara said Anwar woul d consi der taking | egal action against the
Governnent if he is not allowed to get the doctor of his choice.

He said there were no specific provisions in any |egislation that
governed prisoners in Ml aysia which prohibits their legal rights as
patients.

"Qur client has noted that his preferred choice of endoscopic mcro
surgery is not included as one of the options offered by HKL despite
repeated requests for it."

He said he woul d neet Anwar next week to discuss the next course of
action.

Anwar, who was adnitted to KLH on Nov 25 last year, is still undergoing
treatnent there. This makes himthe | ongest-staying patient at a
governnent hospital for a slipped disc.
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