10/ 05/ 2001
Anyt hi ng short of council's endorsenent will give the wong nessage

Nur ai na A. Samad

FI VE Umo | eaders have been suspended from hol di ng any party posts for six
years and another for two party elections after they were found guilty of
bei ng i nvol ved in noney politics.

Their fate was made known | ast week by the Umo disciplinary board which
i nvesti gated conpl ai nts agai nst them

The puni shrent m ght seem harsh by sone but in the wake of Umo's
position today, it surely was apt. There is no reason why Umo | eaders and
menbers shoul d not support the decisions taken after thorough
i nvestigations.

The disciplinary board conprises party veterans. It is chaired by Tengku
Ahmad Ri t haudeen Ismail. The ot her menbers are Tan Sri Chazali Shafie, Tan
Sri Ahmad Razali Mhd Ali, Datuk Nakhai e Ahmad, Tan Sri Kanmarul Ariffin,
Dat uk Zaki Azni, Tan Sri Hanzah Abu Sanmah and Tan Sri Sanad |dris.

Predi ctably, soneone is already crying foul that he was a victi mof the
board's injustice.

Gopeng Umo branch chi ef Mustafa Kamal Nawi, one of the six, said that
he woul d appeal to the suprene council

(The others who were suspended are Bagan Serai candidate for deputy
chief zaki Din, Baling division chief and Kedah Executive Councillor Datuk
Zainol Ml Isa, CGopeng Information chief Mhamad Annuar Bahar uddi n
Sel ayang I nformation chi ef Rahmat Abdul | ah and Miar divi sion chief and KFC
Hol di ngs (M Bhd executive deputy charnman Dat uk Abdul | ah Omar.)

How many others will be crying foul, we wonder? And will the others al so
seek redress with the party's suprenme council ?

O course, they can do that because it is their right. The suprene
council will undoubtedly |ook seriously, judiciously and thoroughly into
t heir appeal s.

But in so doing, the council wll also undoubtedly consider the findings
and deci sion of the board which it appointed to | ook into the scourge of
money politics in the party.

When the council set up the board, it did so at a time when the party
| eadership, in particular, party president Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad,
had had it with corruption in the party.

Corruption (in ternms of noney politics), he and many Umo | eaders had
repeatedly said, was ruining the party and driving away support because
people felt only contenpt for the party.

Corruption, soneone said, is like a ball of snow Once it starts
rolling, it nust increase. And in Umo, it has snowbal |l ed |i ke not hing
| eaders and nenbers could inmagine. So, it was tinme to apply the brakes, as
it were.

The six | eaders who face suspensi on were anpong 15 investigated. The
ot her nine were cleared of the allegations agai nst them

Dr Mahathir, comrenting on this, has asked nmenbers to bear with himif
they felt that he was strict in his action in urging the suprene counci
to endorse the board's deci sion.

At a neeting with Perlis Umo | eaders and nmenbers recently, he said he
was expecting appeal s and persuasi on but the board's decision would be
consi dered fi nal

Dr Mahathir said the party nust be cl eaned up so that people would not
be "disgusted with us because our | eaders are chosen in a corrupt manner”

Party nmenbers must know that this entire episode is a serious matter



that cannot be trifled with. Certainly, the decision of the board should
not be trifled wth.

Once power is given to a body to carry out investigations and rmake
decisions on a natter as serious as corruption, then it is only logical to
accept the outcone.

If the decision of the board is so easily disputed, it neans that it is
so want of credibility and integrity.

It is hoped that credibility and integrity are two qualities that are
still famliar to Umo | eaders and nenbers.

The fight agai nst noney politics should be collective. Party nenbers
shoul d take pride in the fact that the party is taking serious steps to
curb corruption. A step, no doubt, towards hel ping the party regain
credibility.

Unl ess this whol e episode is a charade and efforts to fight this cancer
only wi ndow dressi ng, then nenbers should do well to regard every speech
made - the pl eas and persuasi on.

The board is investigating the cases before themw thout fear or favour
They shoul d be allowed to continue to do so.

Now, questions are being asked about others known to have indulged in
nmoney politics but who have not been pulled in.

As Dr Mahathir has said, don't think that they have got away. If there
i s enough evidence, they would al so be haul ed in.

Umo nenbers should not be intimdated by the power and position of a
corrupt | eader that they fear the repercussions of making allegations. At
the sane tinme, allegations made nmust be based on substantial evidence and
not hearsay.

Not only should those offering bribes be punished. Those who have
"benefited" at the receiving end should al so be dealt with severely.

Umo nenbers have nothing to lose but their integrity and their future
if they continue to allow noney politics to reign suprene in a party whose
reput ati on has been severely tarni shed.

I ndeed, Umo is naking an exanple of the six leaders. And it should. The
supreme council is unlikely to overturn the board' s verdict. Even reducing
the puni shment nmeted out to the six will be telling that it is difficult
to take Umo seriously. Certainly, it is not the tinme to give the wong
nessage.

( END)
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