11 OCT 2001

AP ADM TS TO M SQUOTI NG DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 11 (Bernamm) -- The Associated Press today adnitted
that it had quoted Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad out of context in its Oct
8 report on the Prime Mnister's response to United States-led air strikes
on Af ghani st an.

"When (Dr) Mahat hir said he woul d have supported the attackers if they
had hit Israel as the perpetrators of terrorism agai nst the Pal estini ans,
he was referring to the terrorist attackers who struck the United States on
Sept 11, not to US and British forces,” an AP On-line report said.

The erroneous story by AP journalist Sean Yoong pronpted the Prine
Mnister's Ofice to denand that the American news agency and the reporter
concerned issue a correction and a public apology to Dr Mahathir for what
it termed "incorrect and m schi evous" report.

However, there was no hint of an apology to the Prime Mnister in the
AP's on-line piece today.
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