19 OCT 2001

AP- Apol ogy
AP APOLCA SES TO PRI ME M NI STER OVER | NCORRECT REPORT

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 19 (Bernama) -- The Associ ated Press (AP) has
apol ogi sed to Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad over its Cct 8 story by
reporter Sean Yoong which quoted the Prine M nister out of context.

The apol ogy was contained in a letter dated today and signed by its
Kual a Lunpur news editor Rohan Sullivan and Yoong.

A copy of the letter addressed to Dr Mahathir was nade available to
Ber nanma here.

The letter said that after the PMs office contacted AP to draw its
attention to the error, the news organisation issued a correction on Cct 10
asking its subscribers worldwi de to use a new story stating that AP had
gquoted Dr Mahathir out of context and clarifying its report over the Prine
M nister's remarks.

"The AP and M Yoong sincerely regret the error and wi sh to apol ogi se
for the incorrect report. The AP holds you in high regard and did not
intend to m srepresent you in any way.

"W hope you will accept this apology," AP said in the letter.

On Cct 11, the AP in its story adnmitted that it had quoted Dr Mahathir
out of context on his response to United States-led air strikes on
Af ghani st an when answering a question at the Dewan Rakyat.

The erroneous story by Yoong pronpted the PMs office to demand that AP
and the reporter concerned i ssue a correction and apol ogi se to Dr Mhathir.
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