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Apol ogy- AP
AP JOURNALI ST ASKED TO APOLOG SE TO DR MAHATHI R OVER ARTI CLE

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 9 (Bernamm) -- The Prime Mnister's Ofice has
demanded that an Associated Press (AP) journalist and the news organi sation
i ssue a public apology to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad for an incorrect
article attributed to the Prime Mnister on the United States-led attacks
on Af ghani st an.

"G ven the far-reaching consequences of M (Sean) Yoong's m stakes, we
demand that M Yoong and Associ ated Press issue a correction and a public
apology to the Prime Mnister of Malaysia," it said in a statenent today.

Yoong has stated in his report: 'Mahathir repeated calls for a summt
of world |eaders to reach an internationally acceptable definition of

terrorism and he criticised Israel. "If they wanted to take action, they
shoul d pick the right people,” Mihathir said of the U S. and British
strikes. "I would support themif they wanted to take terrorist action

agai nst |srael because Israel has shot dead many Pal estini ans. For us,
those are the terrorists. "'

The Prime Mnister's Ofice said the statement was incorrect and
m schi evous as Dr Mahathir was clearly not referring to the US and British
air strikes in his statement regarding |srael

It said the incorrect article by Yoong was picked up by several foreign
newspapers including the Asian Wall Street Journal, The |ndependent and The
Bel f ast Tel egraph, to nane a few

The statenent said the correct translation of Dr Mahathir's remarks,
whi ch were nade in response to a Parlianentary question on terrorism and
as recorded in the Parlianment's Hansard of Cct 8, 2001 was this:

"These terrorist acts that were carried out were supposedly part of a
jihad. Maybe it was caused because the perpetrators had been victinms of
terrorismthensel ves and they wanted to retaliate. But what is unacceptable
is that others too were nmade victins including those from Mal aysi a who had
not committed any terrori smagainst the Pal estinians. Those who had
conmitted terrori smagainst the Palestinians were the Israelis. Retaliate
agai nst Israel then. Those who were killed in attacks on the WIC (World
Trade Centre) building included nmany foreigners who had nothing to do with
the terrorist acts committed by the Israeli authorities. Therefore, if they
wanted to take any action, they should pick on those who had acted agai nst
them and | would support themif they had conmtted these terrorist acts
agai nst |srael because Israel has killed nany Pal estinians."'

The Prime Mnister's office said Yoong, intentionally or otherw se, had
chosen to take Dr Mahathir's statenent out of context and referred the
statenment to the US and British attacks on Afghani stan when this was
clearly not the case.

It said it was quite clear fromthe Hansard entry that Dr Mahathir was
referring to the attacks on the WIC i n New YorKk.

"At notine did the prinme mnister urge world | eaders or US and Britain
to attack Israel as was clearly inplied in M Yoong's article.

"Furthermore, while the Prine Mnister had stated that |srael has
conmitted what we perceive to be terrorist acts against Pal estini ans,
nowhere in his answer did he state that Israelis were terrorists," the
statenent said.

It said if Yoong was present at Parlianent when Dr Mahathir was
speaki ng, there should not be any excuse for the errors that he had
conmitted.



The Sept 11 attacks on the WIC in New York and the Pentagon in
Washi ngt on which killed thousands of people pronpted the US and Britain to
launch air strikes agai nst Afghani stan where Saudi-born mllionaire Csama
bi n Laden, who the US suspect was responsible for the attacks agai nst US,
i s hiding.
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