10 OCT 2001

AP KEEPS MUM ON DEMAND FOR APOLOGY

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 10 (Bernama) -- The Associ ated Press (AP) Kual a
Lunpur office has declined comrent on the demand for it and journalist Sean
Yoong to apol ogi se to Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad over an incorrect
report attributed to the Prine Mnister.

"W have no coment at this stage," an AP representative said when
cont act ed t oday.

A simlar response was given when asked whether or not it had been in
touch with the Prine Mnister's Ofice on the matter or vice-versa.

The PM s office yesterday denmanded that AP and the reporter concerned
i ssue a correction and an apol ogy over its erroneous report on Dr
Mahat hir's statenment over the United States-led attacks on Afghani stan.

Among others, it said the prine nminister's statement on the attacks had
been taken, intentionally or otherw se, out of context, and that at no tine
did Dr Mahathir urge world | eaders or US and Britain to attack |srael as
inmplied in Yoong's article.
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