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APEC- Terrori sm
APEC LEADERS CONDEMN TERRORI ST ATTACKS I N US

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

SHANGHAI, Oct 21 (Bernamm) -- Leaders of the Asia-Pacific Economc
Cooperation (APEC) forum who ended their neeting here today have
unequi vocal |y condemmed the Sept 11 terrorist attacks in the United States
branding themas a threat to the peace, prosperity and security of al
peopl e, faiths and nations.

"Terrorismis also a direct challenge to APEC s vision of free, open
and prosperous econonies and the fundanental val ues that APEC nenbers
hold," they said in a statement on counter-terrorismafter the Ninth APEC
Econoni ¢ Leaders Meeti ng.

Mal aysi an Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, US
Presi dent George WBush and his Russian counterpart Vliadimr Putin were
anong the | eaders who attended the two-day neeting.

As such, the |leaders said in the statenment, it was inperative to
strengthen international cooperation at all levels in conbating terrorism

In this regard, they affirned that the United Nations (UN) should play
a major role especially taking into account the inportance of all relevant
UN resol utions.

In the Sept 11 attacks, terrorists crashed hijacked jetliners into the
World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washington killing about
5, 600 peopl e.

The | eaders al so pl edged full cooperation and cl ose comuni cati on anmong
econom ¢ policy and financial authorities to ensure no disruption to
econom es and markets by international terrorism

They also called for increased cooperation to bring the perpetrators to
juctice and for early signing and ratification of all basic universa
anti-terrorist conventions including the International Convention for the
Suppressi on of the Financing of Terrorism

The | eaders are determ ned to enhance counter-terrorismcooperation in
line with specific circunstances in their respective econom es, through

* appropriate financial neasures to prevent the flow of funds to
terrorists;

* adherence by all economies to relevant international requirenment for
the security of air and nmaritine transportation

* strengt hening of energy security in the region

* strengt hening APEC activities in protecting critical sectors
i ncl udi ng tel ecommuni cati ons, transportation, health and energy;

* enhancenent of custons conmuni cati on networks;

* cooperation to devel op el ectroni c novenent records systens that wll
enhance border security;

* strengt heni ng capacity-buil ding and econom c and techni ca
cooperation to enabl e nenber econom es put into place and enforce effective
counter-terrori smneasures; and,

* cooperation to limt the economc fallout fromattacks and nove to
restore econonic confidence in the region through policies and neasures to
i ncrease econom ¢ grow h.

Their weekend neeting here was the first top-level nmultilatera
gathering since the Sept 11 attacks on the US
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