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Apec | eaders condem terrorism

Har dev Kaur; Rupa Danopdar an

APEC | eaders were one in condeming terrorismand acts of terror, but
agreed that each will act in their own way and there i s no conpul sion on
the types of action that they nust take.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said as a result, it was
not necessary to tal k about Afghani stan.

He expl ained that Malaysia's stand not to support the US-led mlitary
action in Afghani stan had not in anyway been an obstruction to reaching an
agr eenent .

Mal aysia is against terrorism but does not support mlitary action and
i nstead seeks to deal with the root causes of terrorism in whatever form

That was why, the Prime Mnister said, he had spoken of the need to
define who is a terrorist as one man's terrorist is another man's freedom
fighter.

El aborating, he said, many in the past had been described as terrorists
and | ater becane respectable | eaders in their own countries, including
Jonmo Kenyatta and Robert Mugabe.

Then again there was a peculiar situation with regard to the Irish
Republican Arnmy which is regarded as a terrorist organisation by Britain
but not so inthe United States where it can raise funds.

There is also a need to know what exactly is an act of terror.

Crashing an aircraft into a building which has so many i nnocent peopl e
wor ki ng inside, that would be an act of terror no matter what the cause
may be.

There is no justification for that. Tying a bonb to your body and
exploding it in a supermarket would not be acceptable even if they are
fighting for their own |iberties.

Wil e many agreed on the need to identify the terrorists, there was no
consensus for an international conference.

Said Dr Mahathir: "W would be much nore confortable with the UN calling
the shots. If it is a country, no matter how powerful and influential it
is, some people may not agree.

"But if the agreenent is reached in the UN and the worl d body takes the
initiative, people are nore likely to submt to such a policy direction."”

Cting an exanpl e, he said noney |aundering and the need to track down
the noney that belongs to the Gsama group is a UN resolution and as such,
all countries are conplying with it.

Asked on what role Ml aysia, as a noderate Muslimcountry, would take in
the fight against terrorism Dr Mahathir said:

"W would like to stop, in whatever way we can, all acts of terror, by
Musl i ms or non-Muslims alike.

"We object to the use of so-called smart bonbs and smart rockets and
have found themto be not so snmart after all. For exanple, there is the
bonbi ng of the Chi nese Enbassy in Yugosl avi a.

"Today, we hear that special ground forces have noved into the ground.
They are specific and not going to attack children or pregnant wonen.

"They will go after those defined as terrorists. That is an inprovenent.
We are not willing to support mlitary action. But such limted mlitary
action may be necessary to crack down on the terrorists.”

He told a Press conference at the end of the | eaders' neeting at the
Internati onal Media Centre that sonme | eaders agreed to identify the causes
of terrorismand deal with them



"During the cause of our discussion, people were very conscious of the
need not just to have a mlitary offensive, but also diplomatic offensive.

"We try to resolve sonme of the problenms in the Mddle East in
particul ar, which many feel is related to the terrorismthat we are seeing
t oday, " he added.

On the US-led of fensive, Dr Mahathir said: "It is not a war agai nst
I slam and not a war between the US and Muslins either.

"If it were a war against Islam it would be easy to wi pe out 300
mllion Muslinms by dropping nucl ear weapons on them This is not their
i ntention.

"As you can see, they have targeted places where the terrorists are. W
are quite satisfied that it is not war against Islamand we will co-
operate to hunt down the terrorists even if we may not agree with certain
neasures that have been taken.

"Terrorists do not spare any country and we have a need to support any
action against terrorists. The support is not conditional and the support
is about getting rid of the terrorists and their terror acts."”

Asked about the extrenmists in Ml aysia who had been trained by the
Tal i ban, Dr Mahathir said:

"We are worried about extremists in our country. Nobody |ikes to have
extrem sts in his or her country." On the call by Pas for extremsts to
vol unteer to fight in Afghanistan, the Prime Mnister said:

"As for the call for volunteers, they can if they want to but | doubt
they will be effective.

"Since the |l eaders called on themto volunteer, perhaps the |eaders
t hensel ves shoul d vol unteer first."

( END)
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