21 OCT 2001
APEC- Ret r eat
APEC LEADERS ADJOURN FOR RETREAT

By: Mhanmed Kanmel O hman

SHANGHAI, Oct 21 (Bernama) -- Wirld | eaders attending the N nth APEC
Econoni c Leaders' Meeting adjourned for their retreat at the Shanghai
Sci ence and Technol ogy Museum here today.

Mal aysi an Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad and fell ow
| eaders, who arrived attired in traditional red and bl ue col oured Chinese
costumes, were greeted by Chinese President Jiang Zem n.

Dr Mahathir's traditional Chinese costune bears a round flower pattern
wi th peonies, a fanous Chinese flower, surrounding the four letters "APEC
and the attire consists of a tapestry satin jacket and an off-white silk
shirt.

The design retains the style of traditional Chinese garnents while
gi ving expression to features of nodern wear.

The | eaders' neeting is the first top-level multilateral gathering
since the United States was hit by terrorist attacks on Sept 11.

Tai wan was not represented at this neeting because of di sagreenent over
the status of Taiwan's proposed representative, vice president Li Yuan-Zu.

At the previous APEC sumrit, Beijing forced Taiwan to limt its
representation to a cabinet mnister or a business |eader.

Tai wan takes part in APEC neetings as an "econony" under the title
"Chi nese Taipei" -- an arrangenent designed to overconme China's objection
to recognition of Taiwan as a separate state.

At the conclusion of the retreat, the | eaders' declaration will be read
out. Sone | eaders will depart for home or other destinations today.

The APEC forum conprises Australia, Brunei, Canada, Chile, China, Hong
Kong, | ndonesia, Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zeal and, Papua
New Gui nea, Peru, the Philippines, Russia, Singapore, Taiwan, Thailand, the
United States and Vi et nam
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