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APPEAL AGAI NST DI SCI PLI NARY ACTI ON TO BE HEARD BY | NDEPENDENT BODY

KUALA LUMPUR, July 27 (Bernama) -- An independent secretariat will be
established to I ook into appeals from Umo nenbers who have had di scipline
action taken against them by the Umo Di scipline Board, said Deputy Umo
President Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi .

The secretariat woul d eval uate and consider the cases received and if
there is basis for appeal it would forward the matter to the Suprene
Counci|l for final decision, he said.

"In this matter, the Supreme Council will function as a board of appea
for discipline cases,” he told reporters after attending the Umo Suprene
Counci| rmneeting which was chaired by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad at the party's headquarters here today.

Abdul | ah said the secretariat would be headed by a menber of the
party's discipline board, Datuk Mhanmad Zuki Kamal uddi n while nenbers woul d
be appointed | ater.

"Dat uk Zuki has been informed of his appointnment,” he added.

He al so said Mohamad Zuki woul d submit nanes to the Suprene Council for
approval .

Asked as to when the secretariat woul d cormence operations, he
said,"The secretariat would like to start work as soon as possible, if
possi bl e, yesterday."

Abdul | ah, who is also chairman of the party's managenent committee,
said the Suprene Council neeting al so agreed not to accept any appeal from
menbers on whom di sci plinary action had been taken if the period had
exceeded one nmonth after the division del egates neeting.

"The cut-off point should be within a nonth after the division
del egates neeting is held. This is because conplaints are still comng in,
after one nonth we will not receive and consider them" he added.

Foll owi ng the division elections held last March, 15 menbers, including
a Suprene Council menber, and five divisional heads were found guilty of
noney politics.

Menbers found guilty of noney politics were sacked from hol ding party
position while their right to elect and to be elected to any party post was
suspended for six years.

On Puteri Umo, Abdullah said the Supreme Council al so decided that
Puteri Umo's status would remain as a pro-temconmttee until the end of
the year before it is formally established.

Puteri Umo which is headed by its pro-temchief Azalina O hman Said
was formed in Decenber |ast year and conprises of wonen menbers between the
ages of 35 and 40.
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