29/ 05/ 2001

114 Umo chiefs protest Raja Ariffin's appoi ntnent

ALOR STAR, Mon. - A total of 114 Umo branch chiefs in the Baling division
have protested the appoi ntnment of Datuk Raja Ariffin Raja Sul ai man as the
di vision's chief.

The group's spokesman VWan Mahnud Wan I brahimsaid a letter to this
effect was sent to party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and his
deputy Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badawi yesterday.

Wan Mahrmud, who is the Kanpung Tiak branch chairman and Bal i ng divi sion
conmi ttee nenber, handed over a similar letter to Menteri Besar and State
Umo chief Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain this evening.

Raja Ariffin was appointed to replace Datuk Zainol Ml |Isa, who was
renoved fromthe post upon being found guilty by the Umo disciplinary
board of practising noney politics during the April divisional elections.

On May 21, the suprene council endorsed the disciplinary board's
deci sion to renove Zai nol and appointed Raja Ariffin as the division
chi ef .

Zai nol had defeated Raja Ariffin by 107 votes in a straight fight for
the post on April 28.

Wan Mahnud said the letter of protest which had been submitted to the
party | eaders was signed by the 114 branch chiefs. There are 152 branches
in the Baling division.

He said in the letter, the branch chiefs had al so sought an expl anati on
for Raja Ariffin's appointnent.

Wan Mahrmud said the appointnent was not in line with provisions in the
party's constitution.

"W are questioning the appointnment of the Baling Umo division chief
because it goes against the party's constitution.

"According to Article 15.7 of the constitution, the division should be
headed by the deputy chief if the division chief was unable to carry out
his duties because he was fired, was in bad health or had passed away.

"In turn, if the deputy was unable to carry out his duties, his place
woul d be taken over by the division's vice chief,” he said.

He added that according to the Umo constitution, the division chief's
post shoul d be held by the deputy until a new division chief was chosen in
an el ection.

Wan Mahnmud said in addition, the group al so questioned Raja Ariffin's
state of health and his ability to [ ead the division

Meanwhil e, Raja Ariffin, in a response to the protest letter, said he
was only abiding by the suprene council's decision and woul d | eave the
matter in the hands of the national |eaders.

Asked on all egations that he was unwell and unfit to | ead the division,
he sai d:

"(They) will have to come and see for thensel ves whether | can work or
not ... not make wild accusations."

Syed Razak coul d not be contacted for conment while Zai nol declined
conment when cont act ed
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