31 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r- Message (Stability)
APPRECI ATE COUNTRY' S ACHI EVEMENTS, PM TELLS MALAYSI ANS

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 31 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad sai d Mal aysi ans should not only take pride in the country's
stability and progress but al so appreciate them

The peopl e should not regard the country's stability and devel opnent as
somet hing normal that would continue forever without any effort, he said in
his New Year nessage.

"Don't let's take for granted what is available in our country. The
success in Ml aysia was achi eved through policies, planning and efforts
that took into account the sensitivities of the various races in the
country, the human and natural resources situation, and the linited sources
of wealth that we inherited,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir said that in today's world, the |losers were not only |eft
behi nd but also cruelly victimsed.

"This civilisation of the 21st century of the third mllenniumis stil
the primtive civilisation of the Stone Age.

"Whoever is able to easily kill in large nunbers in a short tinme, they
are the ones who are right. Their correctness is hailed by the nmedia and
the NGOs controlled by them This is the nodern world that we are faced
with," he said.

The Prime Mnister said that although Mal aysia was still weak, it was
not huml ated or made use of by others.

"W probably won't be be able to beat thembut if we are smart, if we
are able to set up a country with certain ability, if we know how far we
can go, we will probably be able to protect and retain our freedom our
dignity," he said.

Touching on the Sept 11 terrorist attack on the United States, Dr
Mahat hir said Mal aysia joined other countries in condeming the action and
other acts of terror as terrorismwas not the way to sol ve any probl em

He said Mal aysi a oppossed the US-led mlitary action in Afghanistan out
of fear that innocent people would beconme victins, and hoped that peace and
stability would return to Afghani stan as soon as possi bl e.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia was also against simlar mlitary action in
any other Islamc country and wanted to see the attacks agai nst
Pal esti nians by Isreal stopped.

"We don't see this as a clash of civilisations. Mislins and non-Mislins
in Malaysia do not view the events that have taken place as a clash between
Islamand Christianity," he added.

Dr Mahathir said that follow ng the Sept 11 incident, Ml aysia was
acknow edged by many countries an an Islanmc nation holding firmy to the
noderate formof true Islamc teachings.

"Here, the rule of law could be practised. Al though the majority of the
peopl e are Muslinms and they could grap power just for thenselves and deny
the rights of people of other races and religions, it does not happen,"” he
sai d.

This, he said, was proof that there can be a Muslimstate with the
rights of non-Muslinms well protected and the people of various religions
[iving in harnony.

Turning to anot her subject, Dr Mahathir said the governnment was
di sappointed that efforts to bal ance the pursuit of know edge anong the
races in the country did not achieve the success envi saged by the New
Econoni ¢ Policy (NEP)



He said initially the Bum puteras, who were |left behind in education
and skills, nade good use of the preference given to them under the NEP.

However, certain quarters with vested political interests incited
Bum putera students not to study hard or seek admi ssion to university.

"The aimof these inciters is to bring the Mislins under their control.
They fear that if the Muslins becone smart and can think, they wll
guestion the | eadership of this group and reject them" he said.

The Prime Mnister said nany Mal ay students at present refused to |earn
ot her subj ects besides Islamc teachings because they believed the other
subj ects woul d not nake them good Musli ns.

This al so expl ai ned why the proportion of male students in | ocal
universities was only half that of female students, he said.

"The grades of male students are | ower because they don't study hard,"”
he said.

Dr Mahathir said all the facilities given to Bum puteras, especially
Mal ays, had turned out to be a waste.

"If the Mal ays do not wi sh to pursue know edge, the country will have
to depend on non- Mal ays.

"The Mal ays should not be angry or dispppointed if inportant positions
in the country are held by non-Ml ays, if wealth and prosperity are enjoyed
by non- Mal ays, " he said.

The Prime Mnister said the Mal ays woul d have thensel ves to blane if
they were backward in this country.

VWhat was sad, he added, was that 99 percent of Mislis in Ml aysia were
Mal ays which neant that a decline of the Ml ays was al so a decline of
Musl i ns.

Dr Mahathir said various proposals were still being nmade by Bum puteras
to i nprove the econom c status.

"But we know that the inplenentation of all these proposals and
recommendations will not |lead to anywhere. The reason is that the main
obstacl e has not been elimnated," he added.
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