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ARABI C VERSI ON OF DR MAHATHI R S BOOK LAUNCHED | N ABU DHABI

By: Shakir Husain

ABU DHABI, Feb 11 (Bernama) -- An Arabic edition of Prinme Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s book "A New Deal for Asia" was |aunched
here on Saturday.

Speaki ng on the occasion, the Ml aysi an anbassador to the United Arab
Emrates, Datuk Syed Hussain Al Habshee, said the Arabic version of the
book woul d hel p the Arabic-speaki ng people "in understandi ng sone inportant
aspects of globalisation froman Asian perspective".

He said the book had been widely read in its Russian, Japanese and
Mal ay versions and efforts were on to translate it into Chinese and Thai
| anguages.

In his book, Dr Mahathir shares his experience in tackling the Asian
financial crisis, to the dismay of his detractors abroad, Syed Hussein
sai d.

"It is hoped that the experience would serve as a useful lesson to
enabl e the Arab countries to be vigilant and to be better prepared in
facing a simlar financial turmoil,"” he said.

"Being a prine mnister is a full-time job, yet despite his busy
schedul e and responsibilities, Dr Mahathir has found time to wite this
book and several others, nanely "The Way Forward", "The Malay D | ema" and
"The Chal |l enge"," Syed Hussain said at the cerenony, which was attended by
Special Oficer to the Prime Mnister Datuk Hashi m Makar uddi n,
Undersecretary at the UAE Mnistry of Information Sager CGhobash and several
top local officials.

According to the Mal aysi an anbassador, Dr Mahathir's other books may
al so be published in Arabic to pronote his ideas in Wst Asia.

The Dubai - based publisher, Linguapower Trading, will distribute the new
edition of the book in the Gulf region under an agreenent signed on Friday
wi t h Pel anduk Publications of Ml aysi a.

Thi s book woul d pronote rel ati ons between the UAE and Ml aysi a,

Li nguapower chief Dr Aquil Hadi said.
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