18/ 12/ 2001

Armed Forces sending nedi cal teamto Pakistan

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The Mal aysi an Armed Forces will be sending a 30-
menber nmedical teamto assist Afghan refugees in Pakistan

The team woul d be headed by surgeon Lt Kol Dr Jaseenudi n Abu Bakar and
wi Il be acconpanied by a lightly arned 36-nmenber pl atoon.

Def ence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, who announced this in a
Press conference at his residence today, said the teamwas tentatively
scheduled to | eave this Saturday.

He said the idea was nooted by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad yest er day.

"When | visited the Prine Mnister at his (open house) residence
yesterday, he expressed his wish that the Arned Forces send a nedical team
to assist the refugees in Pakistan," he said.

Naji b said he then di scussed the matter with the Armed Forces chief. A
pl an was drawn up and the proposal was subnmitted to Dr Mahat hir yesterday.
"The Prime Mnister agreed to the proposal ... He viewed seriously the
plight of the refugees and asked for the plan to be inplenmented as soon as

possi bl e," he said.

Naji b said Dr Mahathir woul d contact Paki stan President General Pervez
Musharraf personally to obtain pernission as the team nenbers were from
t he Arned Forces.

The teamwi ||l include an anaesthetist, nedical officers, paranedics and
support staff.

The team and pl at oon menbers are schedul ed to depart in two Roya
Mal aysi an Air Force Hercul es C 130 pl anes.

Najib said the teamwoul d be fully equi pped and be able to handl e about
200 out pati ents.

They will also be able to carry out two najor and five mnor surgeries
daily.

He said the team woul d have an operational capability of two nonths, and
if their stay was required further, replacenents of personnel woul d be
pl anned.

Najib said the teamwoul d have the capability to set-up an operating
theatre, a ward, basic |aboratory and x-ray facilities, a nedical store
and attend to nedi cal problens and di seases.

Asked whet her Mal aysia would join a nmultinational security force in
Af ghani stan, Najib reiterated that Mal aysia preferred a peacekeepers role
under the United Nations.

He said nore nmeetings would be held with the parties concerned and the
final decision on the matter woul d be nmade by the Cabi net.
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