04/ 08/ 2001

Arroyo: Peace accord catal yst for growh

MANI LA Fri. - Philippines President GQoria Arroyo said today a positive
out comre on a peace accord with the MLF woul d be the catal yst for economc
devel oprent .

"There i s much devel opnent in the ongoing peace talks and it woul d not
be appropriate to comment at this juncture,” Arroyo told a Press
conf er ence.

Asked about the 18-nobnth tinefrane set previously for the concl usion of
the tal ks between the MLF and her Governnent, she said: "I dont believe
in setting timefranes, and it is sufficient to note that there is much
happeni ng on the ground. "

The ongoi ng di scussi ons between representatives of the MLF and Manil a
is expected to see the MLF agreeing to a peace accord.

Meanwhil e, in Kuala Lunpur, Wsma Putra said Arroyo will be in Ml aysia
for a three-day State visit begi nning Tuesday, her first official trip
si nce assuni ng the presidency.

She will be acconpani ed by husband Jose M guel T. Arroyo and a
del egation conprising the Senate President, Mnisters, senior officials
and busi nessmen.

The visit, at the invitation of the Yang di-Pertuan Agong, is also part
of her familiarisation tour of Asean countries.

Arroyo is schedul ed to have an audience with the King and Raja
Per mai suri Agong. She will also neet Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mboharad.
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