06 MAR 2001
Envoy- Vi sit
ARROYO S SPECI AL ENVOYS COM NG TO M SI A TOMORROW

KUALA LUMPUR, March 6 (Bernama) -- Special Envoys of the Philippine
President -- Roberto R Romul o and Paul G Domi nguez -- will make a three-day
visit to Malaysia fromtonorrow.

The visit, the first fromthe Philippines since doria Mcapagal - Arroyo
becanme the president on Jan 20, is ainmed at briefing Ml aysian | eaders on
the policies of the new adm nistration, Wsnma Putra said in a statenent
t oday.

They are scheduled to call on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, his deputy Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi , Fi nance M nister Tun
Dai m Zai nuddi n, Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hami d Al bar and
Agriculture Mnister Datuk Effendi Norwaw .

They are expected to discuss regional and international issues and
bil ateral cooperation as well as attend a di nner neeting of the
Mal aysi a- Phi | i ppi nes Busi ness Council hosted by Deputy Foreign M nister
Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad.

Romul o and Doni nguez will also neet the Filipino comunity here.

Mal aysi a and the Philippi nes had expanded functional cooperation
t hr ough mechani sns such as the Joint Conm ssion Meeting that coordinates
cooperation in trade and investnments, comodity, tourism culture, health
and agricul ture.

Meanwhi | e, Thail and Foreign Mnister Dr Surakiart Sathirathai wll make
a one-day visit to Malaysia on Thursday ainmed at enhancing bilateral ties
bet ween the two nei ghbouring countries.

H's visit was in keeping with the tradition of new y-appointed foreign
m ni sters of Asean countries to call on their counterparts to famliarise
t hensel ves and to exchange views on regional and international issues.

Dr Surakiart is scheduled neet Dr Mahathir and Syed Ham d who woul d
host a dinner in honour of him Wsna Putra said in a statenent.

Among ot hers, he is expected to discuss the date for the next
Mal aysi a- Thai | and Joint Conmittee neeting.
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